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Dear Parish Family:
Welcome to the beginning of another
summer! I’m especially delighted to be
writing on the cover of this special
edition of our parish newsletter. We’re
concluding what has been a year-long
celebration for our parish of the 50th
Anniversary of the Dedication of our
Church. As we look back over the years
of celebrations that have occurred within
our building, we are reminded that God
has continued to be with us and guide us
on our lives’ journey. What Jesus
promised in his Ascension came true at
Pentecost and the same Holy Spirit
continues to be present within, among,
and through our actions.
As you look through the pages of this
newsletter, I hope that you will take the
opportunity to review some of the many
activities and events that occurred over
the past year. As much as our celebration
centered on our parish and our gatherings
in our church, the pictures help to
illustrate an important component of our
faith – that what happens within our
church building is meant to send us out
into the world so that we might bring
Christ’s presence to others by our love,
service and presence.
As we began our celebration on
May 2, 2015, we were privileged to
gather with past and present parishioners,
woman religious, and priests, along with
members of our wider community,
including Mayor Tom Perciak. It was a
great tribute for us all to be gathered
together so that we might celebrate the
Eucharist along with the wider
community. As I presided at that Mass, it
was humbling to be able to look out into
the assembly and see the faces of so many
different people gathered together to
celebrate what God has done in and
through our community over the years.

With an awareness of the blessings and
strength that Jesus gives us through the
gift of his body and blood, our
community has long reached out to others
in our community – not only within
Strongsville but literally throughout the
world, as we consider our partnership in
El Salvador with the people of San Jose
Villanueva. Out of this awareness, our
anniversary year saw the launch of our
new Parish Service Day: The Power of
10-Squared. Our hope was to get 100
people involved in service in places
throughout our community. By the time
we counted everyone who helped provide
assistance in addition to actual work, we
had over 80 people involved in service
throughout our Strongsville community.
We’ll be back at it again this year on
Saturday, October 22 and hope that you’ll
make plans to be a part of this year’s
event!
In addition to the service that our parish
provided within the community and
world over the past year, we had two
other examples of service originating
from our community and flowing in the
world: my appointment as the Chaplain to
the Strongsville Safety Forces and the
Priesthood Ordination of Fr. James
Kulway. Both of these exhibit the fruit of
the nourishment that has been received
while a part of our parish which is then,
in turn, shared with others through the
giving of one’s time and life.
I think you’d easily agree with me that
it’s been a privilege to have spent this
past year with Fr. James and his
classmate, now-Fr. Patrick. As they have
benefited from our warm welcome,
support, and care, we have benefited from
their presence, wisdom and ministry. I
know that both Fr. Anthony and I have
enjoyed sharing our ministry and time
with them as they prepared for
Ordination.

With Fr. James being our first priestly
ordination since 1992 and Deacon Bob
being our last Diaconate Ordination in
2004, Fr. James’ Priesthood Ordination is
a testimony to God being at work within
our community and calling parishioners
to consider ministry within the Church.
Can you think of anyone else who’d
make a great priest or a deacon? I know
that there are several high school students
and adult men who are considering a
vocation to either the Priesthood or the
Diaconate. If you’ve noticed something in
someone in the parish, please mention it
to them as you might be the voice that
they need to finally recognize something
that the Lord has already placed in their
hearts. Never underestimate the power of
invitation!
As we come to the end of this anniversary
year, I think it’s a perfect time for us to
strengthen our resolve to be people who
are nourished in prayer and community
through our celebrations of the Eucharist
and then in turn be committed to
reaching out and sharing the Good News
of the Gospel with others. We’ll soon
gather for our Annual SummerFest – the
week-long series of events from July 29
through August 6. I certainly hope to see
you and others from both our parish
community and the wider Strongsville
community during this week of activities!
I’m sure that everyone is sure to find
something to their liking. We work hard
to do God’s work; let’s take a few
minutes to continue the celebration of the
blessings that God has given us in one
another and our parish.
With gratitude for where we have
journeyed and hope for our future,

Father Joe Mamich
Pastor

50th Anniversary Mass
May 2, 2015
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Parishioners of the Catholic community of St. Joseph Church, are a people of God, blessed by a
diversity of gifts to carry on the work of Jesus Christ. We commit ourselves to be a Eucharistic people
gathering to worship and praise God. We commit ourselves to be an apostolic people enabling each person to
grow spiritually, so that each can invite others to know the Good News of Jesus Christ. We commit ourselves
further to use our time, talent, and treasure in serving each other with a caring spirit, reaching out to the needs
of our families, our Parish and our community.
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