
ST. JOSEPH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
August 10, 2015 

 
ATTENDEES:   Ron Andes, Pete Cardello, Judy Feador, Sue Haberman, Joe Keys, Tricia Marshall, 
Sam Pingatore, Bob Singerline, David Smee, Carol Wallington, Father Joe Mamich 
  
Excused:  Rebecca Ciccozzi, Pat Lupica  
 
Called to Order:  Joe Keys 
Joe called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm and led the group in a prayer to the Holy Spirit.  He 
noted the Parish Pastoral Council Commission Liaison form was sent to members.  He will send 
council guidelines via email.   
 
Approval of the Minutes:  The minutes of the June meeting were approved as submitted after a 
correction was noted.   
 
Commission Reports: 
Community Life:  Father Joe reported that Pat Lupica is ill and appreciates our prayers.  On her 
behalf he commented that the Reverse Raffle was a success and thanked Judy Feador for her 
efforts.   
Liturgy:  Sue Haberman reported the next meeting is scheduled for September 8th. 
Social Concerns:  Carol Wallington commented on the success of all their ministries.  The West 
Side Catholic Center will be recognizing our parish for the work we do at the center.  It is difficult to 
match talent with needs.  The development of leadership is a concern.  All ministries are activities, 
but not all activities are ministries.  Mike Schneider is now head of Social Concerns. 
Spiritual Life:  Sam Pingatore reported they are preparing for the ministry fair.  There are 60 
members of the men’s club, but only 20 active.  On September 29, St. Michael’s feast day, a mass 
will be held in honor of the safety forces and military.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding the 
issues of same-sex marriage, gay rights, abortion, and trans-genders.  Although the Catholic 
Church does not condone these, we still welcome them into our church.  We are called to love 
them.  Jesus did not condone the actions of the Samaritan woman at the well, but did not judge her:  
nor should we.  You love the person, not necessarily what they do.   
Stewardship:  Tricia Marshall noted that the next meeting is scheduled for September 22nd.   
Youth:  Pete Cardello reported he has been in contact with Kathy Wolf and Linda Zvonchek .  A 
music major at BW may do music therapy with special needs students.  The confirmation 
candidates are asked to do service projects both within the parish and within the community.  Any 
commission needing help in activities, please contact Linda.  On November 1 Scott Fedor will be 
speaking to the youth.  There is a need to create programs for grades 3 to 6.  There is a solid group 
of 8 and 9 graders.  Friday night meetings may work better than Sunday.  The youth needs to 
disengage from their electronic devices.  Masses designated for individual classes may be a good 
idea.   
Discussion on Commission Presentations at June PPC Meeting: 
Each of the Parish Council members were asked for a short comment on these.  Some of the 
comments were regarding the bulletin boards at the main entrance of the church, use of the 
gathering area, use of McGraw Hall, the need for succession planning and leadership training, “un-
churched people”, expansion of the greeter program, the monitors in the gathering area.  Each of 
the six commissions is actually a branch of the PPC.  It was unanimously decided that the bulletin 
boards at the entrance of the church should be removed.  Ushers/greeters are needed at the 
Sunday 10:00 mass.  There is a need for more organization.  Perhaps a family could be appointed 
to be ushers/greeters at a mass.   



Pastor’s Remarks: 
There are ongoing plans for a young adult group for ages 21-40.  October 12 is the annual retreat 
for PPC and commission heads at Jesuit Retreat House.  The invitation can be extended to 
members of the ministries.  Seventy-five to 100 participants are expected.  Since beginning 
Renewal 2013, it is clear that our parish has evolved and is different than we were in 2012.  An 
increased level of parish activity and involvement, a greater outreach to the community, and growth 
in ministries has been noted.  A renewed presence of youth in our parish, strong financial support 
and significant improvements to our parish facilities has witnessed the growth of our parish.  Father 
Joe reported that registered families are 2,526 this year vs. 2,495 last June 30.  Sunday collections 
are -$9,537 this year vs. -$3,897 last year.  Year-end assets are $844,327 this year vs. $892,560 
last year.  These figures are affected by the two major expansions causing the deficit:  the garage 
$102,124 and $24,000 (Rooted in Faith monies) for our portion of the parking lot.  Additional drain 
tile was needed for the parking lot.  A layer of concrete was added to the surface.  Plans are to have 
it completed by the end of this week.  The garage is almost complete: the subcontractor has some 
work to be redone on the roof in order for the warranty to stand.  October 10 is the service day for 
“Power of Ten.”  He expects 100 participants to be available to be of service to members of our 
community.  More information will follow in the bulletin.   
Open Forum: 
A discussion followed on ministry vs. activity.  Activity is usually a one-time event, but ministry is a 
commitment.  “Un-churched” means that the people do not grace the steps of the church.   
Closing Prayer: 
Joe Keys led the group in praying the Our Father.  He adjourned the meeting at 9:20 pm.  The next 
Parish Council meeting will be December 14.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Piatak 
 
 
 


