
 

 

Jesus teaches us another way. 

Go out. 

Go out and share your testimony, 

go out and interact with your 

brothers, 

go out and share, 

go out and ask. 

Become the Word in body 

as well as spirit. 
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Mission Statement 

The Social Concerns Commission educates, inspires and 

empowers our Catholic parishioners to live the call  

of the Gospel’s social teachings. 
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• Educate - Create awareness and understanding of the 

Church’s teaching regarding our Catholic duty to serve 

others, especially the weak and vulnerable. 

• Collaborate - Work with each other, each other’s 

ministries, and with any other organizations and groups 

within our parish and in outside communities to bring our 

missions to life. 

• Work – Actively plan and act to bring our ministries to 

full engagement. 

• Share – Bring the good news of what our parish 

ministries are doing to parishioners, on a regular and 

newsworthy basis, using all means available including the 

parish’s weekly bulletin, newsletter, website, and publicity 

board, at visibility events throughout the year, and at 

talks during all the Masses. 

• Evaluate – In addition to current ministries, look for 

opportunities to expand into new Social Concern’s needs, 

where and when feasible. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Meals at the Westside Catholic Center 

 
This is perfect opportunity for families and 
individuals to have limited time or just want to 

get an introduction to social concerns.   
 

Each session is just a few hours and most volunteers serve just a 

few times per year. 

On the first and fifth Saturday of each month, six to ten parish 

members travel to the Westside Catholic Center on the near-west 

side of Cleveland. They prepare and serve breakfast for 100 to 

150 needy clients.  

A similar group of two to four parishioners prepares and serves 

dinner for up to 30 women and children on the first and third 

Sunday evenings at WSCC’s Women & Children Shelter. 

Volunteers can participate several times a year. 

Contact:  Tom Miller, 440.238.9439, rmiller87@wowway.com 
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The Social Concerns Commission reminds us that the word 

"church" comes from the Greek work "ekklesia" meaning "call 

out". "As a Christian community we are people who together are 

called out of our familiar places to unknown territories, out of our 

ordinary and proper places to places where people hurt and where 

we can experience healing." (From the book: Compassion: A 

Reflection on the Christian Life).  

Although this would seem to indicate leaving your home, it is not 

necessary to do so. It does require you though, to step outside 

yourself to put on another's needs before your own and to 

actively respond to those needs in sacrifice and thanksgiving for 

all the blessings God had given you.  

Our Social Concerns Commission continually studies current 

outreach offerings and is always looking for ways to increase 

parishioner involvement.   

We’d love to hear from you.   

Contact:  Mike Schneider, Chairman, 440.212.5568, 

                                      mschneid47@gmail.com 

 



 

 

       Bereavement  

Bereavement is a ministry of consolation consisting of: the 

Funeral Luncheon Program, the New Life Choir, funeral 

"greeters," follow up support through a letter of consolation, 

call, and Care Notes for those in our parish community who 

have experienced loss through death. Members also help to 

plan the Mass of Remembrance held on/near All Souls' Day. 

Referrals for individual support and contacts to various support 

groups are available upon request. 

Contact: Rosanne Radziewicz, 440.238.9477,  

                                            rosanne.radziewicz@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

El Salvador Mission 

The El Salvador Mission at St. Joseph 

Church thrives in a wonderful relationship 
with our Sister Parish at the San Jose 

Villanueva, El Salvador Catholic Church. 

Our mission group takes a church team there to visit every two 

years to work in the community. We also raise educational 

funds annually to send up to a hundred children to Catholic 

schools there. We have also helped in many community 

projects and have built two Catholic churches in outlying 

communities as well.  

It is a most rewarding mission service as anyone who has gone 

there will attest. 

Contact:  Norbert Hobrath, 440.212.3520,  

                                        nhobrath@hobrath.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect Life 

The Respect Life mission is to promote respect 
for the dignity of each human person from 
conception until natural death. 

Our purpose is to educate St. Joseph parishioners on the full 

spectrum of life issues and to provide opportunities to advance a 

greater respect for life both locally and nationally. 

Respect life issues include: Abortion, Assisted Suicide, Capital 

Punishment, Human Cloning, Conscience Rights, Contraception, 

Disabilities, Embryo / Fetal Research, End of Life Issues / 

Euthanasia, Health Care, IVF / Reproductive Technology, 

International Issues, Morning After Pill, Partial-Birth Abortion,  

Roe v. Wade, RU-486, Stem Cell Research, and Unborn Victims of 

Violence Act. 

Contact:  Patsy Brodie, 440.237.2239, patsygbrodie@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

The Sharing Tree 

Our Annual Sharing Tree goes up each year 

in mid-November. Tags are put on the trees 

from various groups and individuals that 

need assistance at Christmas time.  The 

focus of the tree has been shifting to 

helping out people in the Strongsville area. 

Food bank clients receive many gifts from our generous 

parishioners. The Sharing Tree is run completely on the kindness 

of the parishioners. The tags are taken and then then gifts are 

brought back wrapped. The gifts are then sorted and delivered to 

the many organizations in need.  

This is a great service project for individuals as well as families. 

Contact:  Parish Office, 440.238.5555 



 

 

 

 

Mission of Hope  

The goal of the Mission of Hope of St. Joseph 

Parish is two-fold: first, to seek out areas to 
work where a need exists either from a 
natural disaster or poverty; and second, to  

commit and respond to this need as a community of faithful 

believers in Jesus Christ as directed by the Holy Spirit.  

 

We, as a team of youth and adults, strive to relieve the suffering 

of families and individuals by the strength of our hands and 

hearts. This work may include cleaning, building, replacing and/or 

rejuvenating homes, churches, schools, and other community 

work.  We make an annual trip to a location within 5 hours of 

Strongsville and also address local need, as it is passed to us 

through the parish office. 

Contact:  Kathy McConnaughy, 440.238.6390,   

                                              kathymcconnaughy@att.net 

 

 

Parish Service Day 

We just completed our first parish 
service day, The Power of 102, on 

Saturday, October 10, 2015. 

Sixty eight parishioners, of all ages, assisted in making a 

difference in our local community.  

Sites were selected from responses received in early September. 

There were opportunities for people of all ages and skills to assist 

in our local community.  

Our day began with 8am Mass, a grab-and-go breakfast, and 

work from 9am-Noon. There was something for everyone to do. 

Families and people of all ages are invited to participate in our 

next service day.  Will you consider joining us? 

 Contact:  Parish Office, 440.238.5555 

 

 

 

 

Feeding Our Family 

On the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of each 

month, four to eight parish members travel 
to Our Family Center, a storefront in East 
Cleveland, to provide a nourishing, hot meal 

to 50 - 70 men, women, and children. A cooking team, of four to 

six parishioners, plan and prepare the meal in the church kitchen, 

in advance for the serving team. The serving team, of 4 to 8 

parishioners, meets at church at 3:30 pm, and returns at 

approximately 6:45 pm. Volunteers can participate throughout 

the year. 

Contact:  Allen Weaver, 440-667-5094, allenweave@aol.com 

 

 

Fair Trade   

Supporting fair trade means 

supporting the artisans and 
small farmers who produce 
such wonderful products in 

economically and environ-
mentally sound ways. 

Our parish is proud to host a Fair Trade Shopping Boutique every 

year, usually in the month of November. It is held in our Holy 

Family Center and is open to the public. Please invite your family 

and friends to shop and to learn more about this.  

Fair Trade produced coffee, tea, and chocolates are also offered 

for purchase several times throughout the year in the gathering 

area. 
 

Contact:  Rick and Shelley Mack, 440.243-2203,  

                                                smackbrl@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

Habitat and Apostles’ Build 

We have joined together with the Greater 

Cleveland Habitat for Humanity as a part of 
their Apostles' Build initiative.  This is a  

collaboration between 21 churches, of different faith traditions, in 

rehabbing homes in the Cleveland Stockyard Neighborhood. 

Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity provides their leadership 

and coordination for this project. 

We hope that you'll consider joining us, as there's an opportunity 

for everyone to get involved in one of three ways: construction 

and/or landscape site worker, lunch provider, and/or prayer 

partner.  All of these opportunities are available for sign-up 

through the link on the church website. Those who are working 

on-site, need to be at least 16 years of age. If you're 

between16-18, you'll need to be accompanied by a parent. 

For more information, please visit the church website, or contact: 

     Fr. Joe Mamich, 440.238.5555, jmamich@sjohio.org or 

Kathy McConnaughy, 440.238.6390, 

                               kathymcconnaughy@att.net 

 

 

Hands of Hope 

Hands of Hope is a ministry database for families 
and individuals who wish to be contacted to 

participate in local service opportunities related  

to social concerns initiatives as they arise throughout the year. 

Opportunities may include events such as: parish meals for those 

in need, assistance to the elderly and disadvantaged, a monthly 

food truck serving poor neighborhoods, tutoring, teaching music, 

local rehab work, and/or helping to create parishioner awareness 

to issues of social concern by writing articles for the bulletin and 

newsletter. Assistance in fund-raising efforts to support these 

initiatives is also expected. 
 

Contact: Kathy McConnaughy, 440.238.6390,    

                                             kathymcconnaughy@att.net 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of Assistance 

The Ministry of Assistance (MOA) works 
to provide temporary person-to-person 

assistance to St. Joseph parishioners and 
Strongsville residents in need. 

MOA handles calls to the church office requesting material 

assistance due to unanticipated circumstances, such as food 
insecurity, housing issues, job loss, and other unexpected 

events that temporarily strain a family's finances.  

These services may include providing emergency food or other 
resources, as appropriate, and/or providing referral 
information to agencies that handle such situations for the long 

term. MOA seeks members who desire to work with our clients 
to help address unexpected needs through the client visit 

process. 

Each MOA member is expected to commit to active 
participation in at least three of its major activities. In addition 

to client visits, these activities include providing additional 
assistance to those in need in the Strongsville Community and 
the Greater Cleveland area through the collection, sorting, and 

distribution of school supplies, blankets and linens, clothing, 
food, toiletries; volunteer work at one of the two SVDP 

Ozanam Centers; and cooking and/or serving Hot Meals at 
Holy Name Parish and at the Catholic Worker. MOA resources 
and financial support are donated by parishioners and 

community businesses. In conjunction with many other 
churches, MOA strives to improve individual lives in its service 

area. 

Contact:  moa@sjohio.org 

 

Never forget that justice is what love likes like in public. 

                           Cornel West 


