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GREETINGS FROM OUR NEW TRANSITIONAL 

DEACON KEVIN FOX�

My name is 
Kevin Fox, I am 
a newly ordained 
Deacon in the 
Diocese of 
Cleveland.�

 Bishop Perez has assigned me the 
distinct privilege of serving in the 
parish of St. Joseph for the next 
year while I finish my formation in 
preparation for priestly ordination 
next May and I could not be more 
excited to journey with you.�
�

I am the youngest of five children, 
and uncle to 7 nieces and nephews. 
I was born and raised on �
Cleveland’s east side as a �
parishioner at St. Justin Martyr in 
Eastlake, and I am now 28 years 
old. Before I entered the seminary, 
I earned a degree in Electrical �
Engineering from Case Western 
Reserve University and worked for 
a time at Philips Healthcare �
working with CT Scanner �
development. I enjoyed my time at 
CWRU, working at Philips, I even 
dated seriously, but I knew that the 
Lord was calling me to something 
a little different. �
�

Following the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, I entered the seminary 
in the fall of 2013 and I have just 
concluded my fifth year of �
seminary. I am sure that our Lord 
has led me into the seminary, filled 
me with the grace of perseverance 
and has offered to me this time 
with you  as a grace. It is my �
�

fervent prayer that our time �
together will be one of growth in 
grace and virtue so that together 
we might follow our Lord to the 
place He has gone to prepare for 
us. Please do not hesitate to come 
and talk to me or ask me any �
questions. Or you can always ask 
Fr. Bob anything about me...being 
friends while we were both in the�
seminary means he knows me �
better than perhaps anyone should.�
�

I look forward to meeting as many 
of you as I can while I am here, 
learning from Fr. Joe and you how 
to be your deacon, and ministering 
in your midst as one ordained to 
serve.�
�

Faithfully yours in Christ, �
Deacon Kevin Fox�
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PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION AND FIRST COMMUNION�

Confirmation of Teens is offered to 
those in grades 8 through high 
school, wishing to complete their 
Initiation into the Catholic Faith. 
There is a two year preparation �
process that usually begins in the 
7th grade and is completed at the 
end of the eighth grade. As part of 
their preparation, the students are 
asked to participate in service �
experiences and turn in a reflection 
on their experience. Following, are 
excerpts from some of their �
reflections. submitted to our �
Director of Faith Formation, Linda 
Zvoncheck�
�

Jesus’ Birthday Party: “At Jesus’ 
Birthday Party, we were told to lead 
a station that we had to work for the 
whole event. My brother and I were 
in charge of the ‘Pin the Nose on the 
Snowman’ game which a lot of �
children loved! Many families came 
with their young children. They all 
had smiles on their faces and most of 
them were enthusiastic to the skit 
that we performed. When the time 
came and everyone left, I felt very 
excited and grateful that I got to 
make the kids enjoy His birthday.�
�

The gifts and talents that I brought to 
the service work were dedication, a 
smile, and an open mind to what 
would happen. I selected this �
experience because it was a good 
way for me to work with younger 
kids and gain a closer relationship 
with God. I learned a little bit about 
myself during this service work. By 
seeing how well I expressed my love 
and gratitude to the children, I taught 
them more about God. �
�

This experience brought me closer to 
God because of sharing the love 
through all the activities that we did. 
Throughout the experience I felt the 
presence of God. I meet Jesus with 
the people I encountered with �
because they all had very loving �
�

�

conversations. It felt very comforting �
and welcoming when I talked to 
them. One person that I met during 
my service experience was my first 
grade partner from seventh grade. I 
gave her a big hug.”�
Submitted by Lily 8th grader�
�

Build a bike: “My service �
experience was heartwarming �
knowing that I could help a less �
fortunate child. We were asked to 
bring tools to help build bikes for the 
foster children. My mother, little �
sister and I built four bikes for little 
boys in the foster system. �
�

The gifts and talents that I brought 
were being able to use my hands and 
knowing how to build bikes and 
change things in and on a car. �
�

This experience brought me closer to 
Jesus by making me realize how �
precious this life is and how devoting 
even a little time might make some 
of the biggest differences.”�
Submitted by Megan 8th grader�
�

Trunk or Treat: “At this service 
experience, I worked along side �
other PSR students at St. Joseph’s 
Church. I helped to set up the gym 
because the weather did not allow us 
to do this outside. I helped to �
decorate, set up tables and put out 
treats. When the event started, I 
passed out candy to young children. I 
also helped them to participate in 
various games. When it was over, I 
helped clean up. I was happy to do 
this because I was with some of my 
friends. My mom also participated 
with me. �
�

I met Jesus in the people I �
encountered as I saw all the effort 
people put into making trunks. I saw 
how many people�other than those 
who will be making their �
Confirmation�volunteer in the church 
community.  One person I met �
created such an elaborate trunk. I �
�

�

was impressed with all her hard   
work.” �
Submitted by: Andrew H. 8th grader�
�
Preparation for First Communion 
takes place during the 1st and 2nd 
grades and is coordinated by our �
Director of Faith Formation.�In �
addition to religious instruction at a 
Catholic elementary school or �
during regular PSR sessions, �
sacramental preparation takes place 
throughout the year, leading up to 
First Reconciliation early in the 
year and First Holy Communion 
during the Easter Season. �

�

Jesus Day: “Jesus day was so much 
fun for me. First I was given some 
bread dough and I got to shape it �
before it was baked.  I learned that 
Jesus used bread because it is a food 
that everyone in the world eats. �
Next, I colored my First Communion 
banner with markers. I also went into 
the Sacristy and learned about what 
the priest wears and other things he 
uses at Mass. I even got to hold a 
chalice. After that, Fr. Bob sang a 
song to us and then we prayed with 
him. It was the best day ever! �
Submitted by: Hope I. 2nd grader�
�
Jesus Day: “Jesus day was a very 
special day for me. We all gathered 
into a big circle and took a piece of 
bread to eat from a large loaf of 
bread. It was just like Jesus did when 
he shared bread with everyone. After 
that, I kneaded my own dough and 
got to shape it. Later, after it was 
baked, I shared it with my grandma 
and it was so good.�
�

I then colored my banner for my 
First Communion day. It will be on 
the pew where I sit. Father Bob sang 
a beautiful song for us in the �
Adoration Chapel. Sister Rita helped 
me write a letter about what First 
Communion means to me. It was an 
amazing day!”�
Submitted by Faith I. 2nd grader�
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                  From the Desk 
                    Of 
           Fr. Joe Mamich  �
�

�

Dear Parish Family:�
�

Welcome to the beginning of another 
summer! As we wrap up another 
“pastoral year”, I begin by �
acknowledging the dedication that so 
many in our parish offer in �
supporting each other and our parish. 
We have a great deal to celebrate and 
enjoy about our parish. There are 
countless examples of how blessed 
our parish is, in so many ways, with 
examples of people using their �
talents to make a difference in our 
parish community and in the wider 
community of Strongsville.  �
�

First off, as I begin my column in 
this edition, I am excited to share 
once again the good news that as of 
April 1st, our parish is debt�free. I 
shared this news earlier in a Pastor’s 
Column, but it’s such a great thing 
for our parish that it’s worth sharing 
again. When I arrived over six and a 
half years ago, we had $559,659 �
remaining on a loan undertaken in 
2006 for the renovation, remodeling, 
and updating of the church. Through 
establishing debt repayment as a �
priority for our Finance Council and 
your continued generous support of 
the parish through Sunday Offertory 
collections, we now owe zero on a 
loan originally due in December 
2020. Since we paid the loan off �
early, we’ll also save nearly $30,000 
in interest payments! As you’re 
aware, we’re in the midst of the 
completely�funded Pipe Organ �
Project. Beyond its completion, at �
�

�

�

this point, we do not anticipate any 
major parish capital improvements in 
the next decade. We can focus on �
building up our Parish Endowment 
Fund. We’ll certainly have repairs 
and budget for those, but such items 
are under the threshold of what 
would be called “major expenses”. 
As we enjoy the benefits now, on 
behalf of those who will come after 
us, I thank you for all the financial 
gifts offered to our parish! I believe 
being debt free, maintaining the �
ministries and outreach we do, and 
being able to do these things without 
coming to our parishioners to request 
additional Sunday Offertory �
donations as many other parishes 
have done helps give witness to our 
parish’s commitment to “serving 
God and Neighbor.” As one �
parishioner recently remarked to me, 
“Father, I don’t think I’ve ever been 
in a parish that is debt�free”, I’m 
glad that they are now!�

Secondly, as we turn the page into 
the month of June and the beginning 
of summer, we are pleased to be wel-
coming two new faces to our �
parish and school community. As 
you’ve hopefully already have had 
the chance, we welcome Deacon 
Kevin Fox. In his final year of �
formation prior to his anticipated 
Priesthood Ordination in May 2019, 
Deacon Kevin will be living �
full�time at our parish, praying, 
preaching, ministering, and learning 
among us through mid�August. In 
addition, while our Interparochial 
School offers congratulations and 
best wishes to Mrs. Dolly Thomas as 
she retires from the role of principal, 
we welcome Mr. Joseph Akosi as 
our new principal. He’s coming to us 
from St. Anthony of Padua Parish 
School in Lorain where he has been 
their principal for the past six years. 
Prior to his time as principal, he 
served in various capacities within 
their school and parish community 
such as teaching art and physical �
education and directing their PSR 
program. We look forward to the 
presence of both of these new faces 
and personalities around our parish 
and school community!�
�

Not only do we welcome new faces 
around our community, this is the 
time of year when we celebrate and 
welcome new graduates. I certainly 
congratulate all of our parish’s �
graduates. These � women and men 
� from whatever level they are �
graduating, represent the benefit of 
much work, dedication, and pride. 
You’ve accomplished much and 
worked hard to get to this point, best 
wishes and congratulations to all of 
you!�
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KEEPING CHRIST IN SUMMER�

You don’t have to be a Knight of Columbus to have possibly noticed the “Keeping Christ in Christmas” campaign 
that has gone on the past few years. This is a most necessary endeavor as many of those in power, persuasive �
positions, or in retail, try their hardest to secularize an entire season which only exists because of Who they are 
trying to remove. For many or even most of us, campaigns such as this are not so much about us keeping Christ in 
Christmas, but for us to encourage others to do so. I’d be willing to bet, though, that keeping Christ in summer is a 
different story. Summer is a free spirited time. School lets out for kids, vacations away from home are had and in 
general, our guards are let down for a little fun in the sun. But remember, nothing is separate from our spiritual 
life, so if we aren’t careful we can let those feelings of unconstraint seep in and effect our relationship with God. 
With one year as priest under my belt, I can tell you from experience that when fall rolled around I realized that 
Mass attendance and reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation both began to go back up. To be sure, we need 
a proper amount of leisure, but it has to be for the right reasons and it has to be done properly. So, here are a few 
ways in which we can “Keep Christ in Summer”.�
�

� 1. You can rest (and please do), but stay busy. The more we simply do nothing, the more the tendency we 
� have to slide in our relationship with God and in the moral life. When we are making a gift of ourselves to 
� others we are being like Christ. Now I am not saying to stay busy to the point of being constantly �
� exhausted, but have a plan, so that your rest isn’t just “vegging”. Someone once told a joke about getting  
� on Youtube™ to watch a music video and two hours later found themselves watching a video on how to 
� speak giraffe. They had spent two hours mindlessly watching things that had no significance on their �
� eternal soul. Whenever I talk to someone in the confessional about the near occasion of any sin, it, more 
� often than not, involves laziness, sloth and letting one’s guard down. One thing is for sure, the first thing 
� to go if we are lazy is our prayer lives, our relationship with God.�
�

� 2. Don’t let leisure become your God. In the seminary we had a saying: “there is not vacation from �
� vocation”. Mothers and fathers can tell you the same thing, namely, that there is no vacation from 
� parenthood. Our primary purpose on this earth is to know, love and serve God. Period. Everything we do 
� should revolve around that. Don’t let the fun stuff (leisure) pull you away from your relationship with 
� God, but let it help strengthen that relationship. Think of everything as a team building exercise. During 
� the very few “good weather” months her in Ohio we have the opportunity to move our prayers outdoors, 
� but we do not want to let leisure activities take the place of our prayer lives. Weekly Mass (and maybe 
� even a few daily Masses), confession, adoration and devotional prayers must not fall to the wayside.�
�

� 3. Finally, be creative in your leisure and in your prayer. Take a day trip to a lake or waterpark or hiking 
� trail, but plan it around a 30�minute stop at a shrine or outdoor Stations of the Cross. The Jesuit Retreat 
� House in Parma has a beautiful trail and outdoor stations. Stop to pray at the 50 ft. tall statue of Our Lady 
� of Guadalupe in Windsor, Ohio. Take a drive over to Carey, Ohio to The Basilica and National Shrine of 
� Our Lady of Consolation. St. Anthony’s Chapel in Pittsburgh, PA has the largest collection of relics 
� (1000’s) outside of the Vatican. There 
� are many more things to do...just 
� Google it!�
�

While I hear many from Northeastern Ohio 
speak of their love for all four seasons, I can’t 
help but think that summer holds a special 
place in people’s hearts. And I think it is �
because so much of Gods creation is on �
display for us to enjoy. But we must �
remember that all our leisure and ultimately 
everything will fail to satisfy if we don’t �
foster our relationship with God. Have a safe 
and blessed summer. �

�
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I am extremely thankful for my �
parents’ decision nine years ago 
to send me to Sts. Joseph and 
John School. For starters, SJJ 
has the most amazing, talented 
teachers who are involved in 
students’ lives and want us to 
succeed, reach and exceed our 
goals and expectations. There is 
an abundance of after�school 
clubs, activities and extra�
curriculars, which are almost all 
operated by teachers. For �
example, builders club is run 
mainly by Sister Rita, a St. �
Joseph nun who has selflessly 
dedicated herself to the students 
of our school, and Mrs. 
Zvoncheck, a former SJJ �
teacher and now the �
Director of Faith Formation 
here at St. Joseph Church. In 
addition, Mrs. Thomas, our 
principal, Mrs. Wolf, our vice 
principal and the rest of the 
school’s staff is always glad to 
help and they always have 
smiles on their faces. Going off 
to high school next year, I am 
grateful for how much this 
school and my teachers have 
done to prepare me for my �
future. The teachers here �
somehow always manage to 
make learning fun and �
memorable. Second, Sts. Joseph 
and John is a school where �
everyone’s each other’s friend. I 
view my eighth grade class as 
one big family. Additionally, 
our school does a ton of �
activities together, for instance, 
the teachers host all�school 
prayer services, the eighth �
graders put on field day and �
second graders have �
eighth�grade partners, while 
first graders have seventh�grade 
partners. Also, Catholic Schools 
Week in January and our retreat 
day on Holy Thursday helped 
me to grow closer to God in the 
most interesting way �
imaginable. �

Furthermore, prayer services 
and service activities play a �
major role in our school �
community; we go to Mass 
twice a month and everything 
we do focuses on unity and 
teamwork, preaching the Gospel 
through our words and being a 
blessing to others. For example, 
Builders Club and Student 
Council host many events �
within the school and outside of 
the school to benefit our �
community. Over the course of 
nine exceptional years at SJJ, I 
have grown in my faith, I’ve 
gained good, healthy habits and 
principles and, most �
importantly, I’ve learned to 
work hard to reach my goals. �
By: Lauren S�
�
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�

After being a student at Sts. �
Joseph and John School for nine 
incredible years, it’s more than 
easy to see the loving family 
environment that is heavily �
influenced by our faith here at 
SJJ. It is harder to find that kind 
of environment in places that 
don’t share the same religious 
passion. Growing up in the �
elementary grades, Mass and 
religion class was simply �
something to respect and just 
do. Not much thought or push �
towards it was present for me. 
But, after entering middle 
school and maturing, many 
more opportunities to be �
involved in the parish �
presented themselves and I �
didn't’ hesitate to join. The �
turning point for me personally 
started back in sixth grade when 
the vice principal, Mrs. Wolf, 
came up to me at lunch and 

asked what time I got to school �
everyday. I told her, “around 
7:30, give or take, “ and she 
asked if I wanted to carry the 
banners in the processions at all 
school Masses. I replied with, 
“sure”, not thinking much about 
it. After a little practice and 
learning the footsteps, it was the 
first time I felt excited and �
compelled to attend Mass, and I 
haven’t lost that spark two years �
later. In the second grade, I 
would never have imagined �
saying Mass could be fun, but 
truth is, it really can be when 
you get more involved. From 
there on, whenever the teacher 
asked for volunteers to read at 
Mass, my hand would always be 
the first to fly up, no matter if it 
were a simple petition or a two 
page reading; it was my favorite 
thing to do (and it still is two 
years later). This year, after �
joining Builder’s Club, playing 
a role in the annual “Living �
Stations of the Cross”, and �
completing other service �
opportunities just for the fun of 
it, my spiritual life and journey 
has skyrocketed and far �
surpassed anything I could've 
imaged it to. It’s solely about 
getting more involved and�
exploring your faith, as well as 
yourself and getting those 
around you to do the same �
because it can be fun and full of 
memories to last. Take it from 
me: a small spark can start a 
wildfire of faith. Here and in the 
Church, you will be known and 
you will be loved.�
By: Benny F.�
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STAYING SAFE DURING THE SUMMER�

�

WE WELCOME THESE FAMILIES TO OUR PARISH FAMILY�

Spring is here which brings with it the season with possibility of inclement weather. Although the likelihood of �
serious weather (tornado, etc.) occurring while at Mass or attending a function at the church is a rarity, one only 
has to look in the Gathering Area for pictures of St. Joseph Parish and the school after the tornado of 1965. A few 
thoughts on how to protect yourself should the weather turn while at Mass: Always remember that the door you 
came into the church may not be your best option to leave through. The ushers and safety team are trained to �
provide instructions should an event occur. Options such as, moving all parishioners to the basement or possibly 
remaining in the church until a severe storm passes. Always look for a safety team member wearing a cross button 
painted in red/white and blue for guidance. Following are some tips that may be helpful outside the church to �
assist you in your families protection:�
�

1. In a house with a basement, you should avoid windows. Get in the basement and under some kind of sturdy �
protection (heavy table or workbench, for instance), or cover yourself with a mattress or sleeping bag. Know 
where very heavy objects rest on the floor above you (pianos, refrigerators, waterbeds, etc.) and do not seek �
shelter under them. �
�

2. In a house with no basement, a dorm or an apartment: avoid windows. Go to the lowest floor, small center room 
(like a bathroom or closet), or in an interior hallway with no windows. Crouch as low to the floor as possible, �
facing down and cover your head with your arms. Even in an interior room, you should cover yourself with some 
sort of thick padding.�
�

3. In an office building, hospital, nursing home or skyscraper: go directly to an enclosed windowless area in the 
center of the building�away from glass and on the lowest floor possible. Then, crouch down and cover your 
head. Interior stairwells are usually good places to take shelter and if not crowded, allow you to get to a lower �
level quickly. Stay off the elevators; you could be trapped in them if the power is lost.�
�

4. In a mobile home: GET OUT! Even if your home is tied down, it is not as safe as an underground shelter or �
permanent, sturdy building. Go to a shelter or to a nearby permanent structure using your tornado evacuation plan.�
�

5. At school: follow the drill!�
�

6. In a car or truck: vehicles are extremely risky in a tornado. There is no safe option when caught in a tornado �
while in a car, just slightly less�dangerous ones. If the tornado is visible, far away, and the traffic is light, you may 
be able to drive out of its path by moving at right angles to the tornado. Seek shelter in a sturdy building or �
underground if possible.�
�

7. In the open outdoors: if possible, seek shelter in a sturdy building. If not, lie flat and face�down on low ground, 
protecting the back of your head with your arms. Get as far away from trees and cars as you can. �
�

8. In a shopping mall or large store: DO NOT PANIC. Watch for others. Move as quickly as possible to an interior 
bathroom, storage room or other small enclosed area, away from windows. �

  Avgerinos�
        Buras/Davis�

  Dopoulos�
  Evangelista�

 Fox�
Galassi�
Grucza�

Heidenhoffer�

Hendon�
 Idzior�

 Kincaid�
 Kolenc�
Kudej�
Lahiff�

 Massery�
Matis�

Miley�
Niemira�
Niese�

Ronyak�
Shepherd�

Tabar�
Wiltshire�
Young�
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THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY�

The feast day of the Assumption of 
Mary celebrates the Christian belief 
that God assumed the Virgin Mary 
into Heaven following her death. It 
is celebrated on or around August 
15th in many countries, particularly 
in part of Europe and South �
America. It’s also called the �
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Dormition of the Most 
Holy Mother of God (in the eastern 
countries), or the Feast of the �
Assumption.�
�

What do people do?  Color ful �
processions through the streets and 
firework displays mark the �
celebration of the Feast of the �
Assumption in Italy, as they do in 
Italian�American communities 
throughout the United States. In �
Sicily and rural areas outside Rome, 
a bowing procession is the day’s 
main event. A statue of the Virgin 
Mary is carried through the town to a 
ceremonial arch of flowers, where a 
group of people holding a statue of 
Christ awaits her arrival. Both �
statues are inclined toward each �
other three times, and then the Christ 
figure proceeds the figure of Mary 
back to the parish church for a �
special benediction. �
�

In Sao Paulo and other parts of 
southern Brazil, the feast is called 
Nosa Senhora dos Navegantes, or 
Our Lady of the Navigators”. �
Pageants are held on decorated �
canoes, each carrying a captain, a 
purser, three musicians and two �
rowers. They travel to small villages 
to entertain and feast. Towns may 
have small church processions with 
musicians whose costumes and �
demeanor depict the “Three Wise 
Men” who are mentioned in the �
Bible. �
�

In previous years some Italian plazas 
were flooded. Citizens would ride 
through the temporary “lakes” in 

carriages and it was common for 
people to carry bowls of rose�
scented water, which they sprinkle 
on themselves�possibly a carryover 
from a pagan ritual in which the 
gods were petitioned to provide �
adequate rainfall for the crops, or as 
a tribute to the pagan goddess Isis of 
the Sea. Assumption Day is also an 
important holiday in France where 
the Virgin Mary has been the patron 
saint since 1638.  �
�

Public Life: Assumption Day is a 
public holiday in countries such as 
Austria, Belgium, Chile, Croatia, 
France, parts of Germany, �
Guatemala, Greece, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and �
Switzerland (the holiday may be �
regional or limited to certain groups 
in Switzerland). However, �
Assumption Day is not a public �
holiday in countries such as �
Australia, Canada, the United �
Kingdom and the United States. �
�

Background: Assumption Day �
commemorates the belief that when 
Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, 
died, her body was not subjected to 
the usual process of physical decay 
but was “assumed” into heaven and 
reunited there with her soul. This 
holiday, which has been celebrated 
since the fourth century CE, is a 
Christianization of an earlier harvest 
festival and in many parts of Europe, 
is known as the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Harvest. �
�

For centuries, celebrations were held 
in the honor of the goddess Isis of 
the Sea, who was born on this day 
according to mythology. With the 
coming of Christianity, church �
leaders decided that the easiest way 
to handle this pagan ritual was to 
simply change it into a Christian �
holiday, hence the introduction of 
Assumption Day came forth.�
�

Like the Immaculate Conception, the 
Assumption was not always an �
official dogma of the Roman �
Catholic Church�not until Pope �
Pius XII ruled it so in 1950. It was, 
however, a pious belief held by most 
Christians from early on. It is �
regarded as the principal feast day of 
the Virgin Mother.�
�

Symbols: Remnants of the ancient 
celebration include night time �
bonfires and public illuminations, 
both probably symbolic of the Sun, 
in Italy. The idea of prosperity is �
also evident in the throwing of coins 
from windows down to the street in 
some cultures. Symbolic images of 
the Virgin Mary and her assumption 
into heaven have been associated 
with the day. Blue is the color most 
often associated with the Virgin 
Mary. It symbolizes truth and clarity, 
and it is the color of the sky, which 
symbolized heaven. The lily, which 
is a symbol of purity, chastity and 
simplicity, is also associated with the 
Virgin Mary.�
�

Strongsville: We celebrate in 
Strongsville the Assumption of Mary 
through Mass followed by a rosary 
on the town square. The Knights of 
Columbus participate by carrying a 
statue of the Virgin Mary throughout 
the town square where we stop and 
say the rosary. Consider joining us 
this year. �
Submitted by Pete Cardello�
�

�
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