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THE ST. JOSEPH LEGACY SOCIETY
Supporting our Parish Endowment Fund inducts its first members

 St. Joseph Parish Endowment
Our
was created by consolidating 
existing funds in 2015 as an effort to
sustain the needs of our parish.
Investments generated from gifts to
the fund are used to support the 
educational, facility, and pastoral
concerns of our parish.All 
contributions to the St. Joseph 
Endowment Fund are used 
exclusively for the benefit of St. 
Joseph Parish. Donations can be
made as an unrestricted gift to the
Parish Endowment Fund or as a 
directed gift to a specific area of the 
endowment’s scope: 
SJJparishioner family tuition 
assistance, Heritage College 
Scholarship, or parish needs. 

In support of our Endowment Fund,
all parishioners who have made 
bequests, planned gifts or those of
stocks and similar funds are enrolled
into the St. Joseph Legacy Society
as each donation helps to leave a
legacy of support to our parish. We
are grateful to these individuals for
their thoughtful generosity and for 
giving witness to the importance of
our faith for future generations. At
our March 2017 Annual 
Appreciation Luncheon, we were
privileged to induct the first 
members of the St. Joseph Legacy
Society. Thank you to: an 
Anonymous donor, Jim and Sue
Lechko, Fr. Joe, Quent and Dawna
Meng, Mike and Mary Lou Shumate 



and John and Betty Zak for 
remembering our parish in their
plans or through their current 
planned gifts. If you’d like more 
information about the St. Joseph
Legacy Society and remembering
our parish in your financial plans
or have already included the parish
in such a way, we would be 
grateful for the opportunity to
thank you for your consideration of
our parish. You may visit
www.sjohio.org/legacy or you may
contactMike Shumate, 
Chairperson of the Endowment
Committee, 440.724.7134, or Fr.
Joe, 440.238.5555 or by email
atjmamich@sjohio.org.They’d be
happy to speak with you!



TABLE OF CONTENTS
St. Joseph Legacy Society
Jesus Morning
Eighth Grade Reflections 

pg. 1
pg. 2
pg. 2

From the Desk of Fr. Joe
Class of 2017 Reflections
Pearl Young Adult Catholic
Welcome New Parishioners
Farewell From Fr. Anthony
Mission of Hope 
St. Joseph Summerfest





pg. 3
pg. 4
pg. 5
pg. 5
pg. 6
pg. 7
pg. 8



















Jesus Morning
Through the eyes of
 a second grader

“I went to St. Joseph Church so
that I might be able to learn 
something about my church,
which I did. It was educational and
fun! One fact that really stood out
to me was that two saints’ bones
are in a slot of marble in the altar.
I always wondered what the three
gold boxes meant and I learned
that people put the extra hosts in
them. I learned that the podium
(ambo) and a lot of other things
are made of real marble. The 
baptismal font has a little marble
bowl at the top that the babies get
baptized in and by it there is a 
cabinet that holds oils that baptize
babies and grownups. We made
seat markers and flags. We did a
few songs before my group left to
see the church, too. We made
bread and learned that Jesus chose
bread because everyone has a type
of bread. That was my Jesus
Morning experience.”

Stella Januszewski
2nd Grader & First Communicant 



Eighth Grade Service Reflections
Unfortunately, my grandmother is
very busy with my handicapped
grandfather and was unable to do a
service experience with me. 
Instead, my mother, older sister
and I volunteered at St. Joseph 
Parish around Christmas time to
help out with Jesus’ Birthday 
Party. All week, we prepared for
the event by practicing skits, 
learning about the event and 
mastering our jobs. At the actual
party, we entertained the children
with crafts, treats and fun games.
My mother and I worked the craft
table and guided the children
through the challenging craft.


I love service in general
(especially when it involves 
children), so I found this whole
ordeal very fun. I was really proud
of myself for making other people
happy. Through these service 
experiences and other service, I
have gained the knowledge that I
work well with the elderly and
children. I have a soft spot for both
of these groups. The children, 
volunteers and I were happy after
this event; we all enjoyed 
ourselves. Jesus would definitely
notice my hard work with this 
service experience. I think He
would tell me that He loves me.
Jesus would also be really happy
that I used my gifts of leading, 
patience, etc. for a good cause.”


Paige King
8th Grader and Confimandi




I did my service at St. Joseph and I
collected food from people coming
in for church. After collecting I
went to Mass. When Mass ended I
collected money donations. I then
helped adults load all the food into
cars and it was sent to the food 
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banks. After spending time 
collecting food, I felt awesome 
because I knew I was helping get
food to people less fortunate.
There wasn’t anything I didn’t like
about collecting food.



Asked to write themselves a letter
from Jesus, “Dear Jacob, Thank
you for spending some time out of
your Sunday to collect food at St.
Joseph Church. There will now be
food for the people who most need
it. I hope you do more service
throughout your life to help others.


Jacob McCullah
8th Grader and Confirmandi




I helped with Sunday School.
While I was there, I read books to
the little kids, helped the teacher
pass stuff out, helped the kids with
the crafts and talked to the kids and
helped them cleanup. 


After spending time at Sunday
School, I felt great! I loved helping
the kids. They were funny and
kind. Some of the kids were loud
and hyper, but it was cool 
watching them learn about God
just like I did. Also, it was cool
watching them at Sunday School
because me and my siblings all
went.”


Asked to write themselves a letter
from Jesus; “Zack, thank you for
helping the Sunday School teacher.
You showed leadership. Those
kids were very happy to see you
teach them. I like to see you 
preparing for Confirmation and
using your gifts of the Holy 
Spirit”. 

Zach Jernejcic
8th Grader and Confirmandi
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From the Desk
Of
Fr. Joe Mamich
Dear Parish Family:


Welcome to the beginning of 
another summer! As we wrap up
another “pastoral year”, I begin by
acknowledging the dedication that
so many in our parish offer in 
supporting each other and our 
parish. We have a great deal to 
celebrate and enjoy about our 
parish. I hope the various articles
in this month’s newsletter will 
allow you to see some of the 
various “faces” of our parish!
There are countless examples of
how blessed our parish is, in so
many ways, with examples of 
people using their talents to make a
difference in our parish community
and in the wider community of
Strongsville. 


This is also a bittersweet time for
us as we say “farewell” to Fr. 
Anthony and welcome Fr.
McWilliams. Since Fr. Anthony’s
arrival in 2013, he has shared 
himself with us and helped us to
experience Christ in our midst.
We’re grateful for the kindness,
love, and dedication that he has
exhibited so well during his time
here and we wish him the best in
his future ministry. I know that
he’ll be a great asset to St.
Columbkille Parish.


Yet, we’re also excited to be 
welcoming Fr. McWilliams! It’s
worth repeating that being selected
to receive a newlyordained priest
is a privilege for us as a parish
community and the selection of our
parish says a great deal about us,
as only 8 out of 185 parishes of the 
Diocese have been chosen as a first
assignment this year and it has and
it has been 25 years we’ve been 
assigned a newly ordained priest. 
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They say that a first assignment
plays a major role in the formation
of a priest and I know from my
own first assignment at Holy 
Family, Stow, this is true. I have
many fond memories, friendships
and learnings that still stay with
me today. Let’s keep him and his
classmates in our prayers along
with Fr. Anthony and all those 
anticipating new assignments 
beginning on Tuesday, June 13.


Not only do we welcome a new
priest, we welcome new graduates.
I certainly want to congratulate all
of our parish’s graduates. These ±
women and men ± from whatever
level they are graduating, represent
the benefit of much work, 
dedication, and pride. 
Congratulations to all of you!


Sadly though, even as we have 
occasions to celebrate here, we are
still reminded of the plight of our
sisters and brothers in Christ ± 
particularly in the Middle East.
We’ve heard stories of the 
persecutions and brutal treatment
of Christians, and in reality,
anyone who disagreed with the
ideologies of brutal terrorists.
These acts have been committed in
the name of God and in the name
of religion. As I have, many have
wondered what more can we do?
As I have reflected upon it, I think
that there are two things that we
can do: pray and support relief
agencies. 


Considering prayer, let’s never 
underestimate the power of prayer!
As you know, I believe that I’m
with you today as a product of
prayers being answered ± perhaps
not as I would have liked them to
be ± but answered in a way that
brought me new life and all of us a
witness of compassion towards
another ± in the person of Jim, my
kidney donor a little over three
years ago. While prayers for 
healing were not answered in the 
form of a healing as hoped, look 

what God orchestrated ± the 
answer in the form of a restored
life! Ultimately, a form of healing!
That said, even though our prayers 
may not seem to be “working” as
we pray for those who are 
persecuted ± or even for those who
persecute ± perhaps they are 
working in another way! We may
never know. Regardless, let’s heed
the words of St. Paul in his First
Letter to the Thessalonians and
continue to “pray without 
ceasing”, especially for those who
are persecuted and those who 
persecute that God may continue to
be at work in their lives!



In addition to prayer, I might 
suggest a visit to the website of Aid
to the Church in Need at

www.churchinneed.org. Under the
direction of the Holy Father, it is
an agency that works for those
most in need. Their website is
filled with stories and prayers
about our sisters and brothers, 
especially those in the Middle
East. It’s worth a look and perhaps
even financial support.



Lastly, I am very much looking
forward to our Annual SummerFest during the last weekend of
July and first week of August.
Check out the last page of this
newsletter for details! I certainly
hope to see you and others from
both our parish community and the
wider Strongsville community 
during this week of activities! I’m
sure that everyone will find
something to their liking. Feel free
to invite your family, friends, and
neighbors! Let’s celebrate our
community and enjoy ourselves as
members of the community of St.
Joseph!


With best wishes for the upcoming
months,




Father Joe Mamich
Pastor
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Reflections from the Class of 2017
As a student at Sts. Joseph and
John School, I always knew God
was real and believed in the 
teachings of my Catholic faith. I
went to Mass every weekend with
my family and said a prayer every
night. Up until the point of seventh
grade, my faith was always there
but in a stagnant way. I really 
never wanted anything more than
the involvement I had in my faith
at the time. Of course, when my
parents became aware that the
church was starting a youth group
grades 712, I was more than 
encouraged to attend. As I began to
go each time, I started to want to
return to the next meeting a little
bit more. As the meetings 
progressed, I changed from 
wanting to go because I had
friends that attended, to 
participating because it changed
my faith life. Being a part of St.
Joseph By Teens For Teens started
to make me want to attend Mass. It
made me pray more and gave me
more knowledge about the 
Catholic faith. The knowledge I
gained changed my outlook on 
religion in general. Being a 
member of the group, I was able to
experience things and learn about
my faith in many ways. I 
specifically had a really great 
experience at the Steubenville
Youth Conference where I grew
closer to God through speakers,
adoration and praise and worship.
Being a part of a group where I felt
like I belonged transformed me
from someone who was Catholic
because of my parents, to a person
who wanted to be Catholic because
I had a better understanding of my
faith and saw how it was changing
me. Now as a high school senior, I
am thankful for the push my 
parents gave me to join St. Joseph 
By Teens For Teens program. It
has shaped me into the Catholic I 
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am today. I have changed from a 
young, unsure Catholic to 
someone who is now very 
dependent on my faith to get me
through happy, sad and exciting
times. As I look forward to the next
step in my life, going to college, I
am excited and confident to be able
to say I have my Catholic faith to
depend on and guide me through
all stages of my life. 


Ann Marie Hess
Strongsville High School 
Class of 2017


Being active in the Church and my
faith has greatly impacted me to be
the person I am today. It all started
when I was approached by Mrs.
Zvoncheck at the beginning of my
junior year to help with a program
called By Teens For Teens. As an
upperclassmen in this program, I
am a leader of younger teens in the
group and the Confirmandi. When
I first started the program, I really
was nervous to lead a group of
middle schoolers in topics dealing
with our faith; however, after each
session, I gained more and more
confidence in leading the small
group. This experience taught me
to do something that before I was
not the best at²initiating a 
conversation. Anybody who knows

me realizes that I have never been
the most talkative person, but
through this program I had to be
the one to say the first word or
lead a conversation. The skills I
learned have transformed me into
a more assertive person who can
initiate conversations and lead
with confidence. By Teens For
Teens is all about being a leader
through faith and it has taught me
so many valuable skills I can use
the rest of my life. Being involved
in Church activities helps you get
the chance to put your faith into
action. Through the Church, I have
been granted the opportunity to
serve and lead others. Serving 
others is important to me because
it just makes me happy knowing
that I am helping someone else. I
cannot thank the Church and the
By Teens For Teens program
enough for giving me the 
opportunity to serve others and
lead other teens in their faith.

Tommy Miller
Padua High School
Class of 2017






CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OUR
2017
GRADUATES 
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Pearl Young Adult Catholic
From our experience, the concept
of “No man is an island, entire of
itself…” is one particularly 
relatable to young adults. As
young adults, we are all in 
different places, often in the midst
of many changes. Maybe you are
single, maybe married. Maybe just
graduating, or maybe you’ve been
working for years. Maybe you’re
just starting your family, or maybe
you are figuring out what exactly it
is that you are called to do next. In
the midst of all these changes and
busyness of everyday life, we are
called to live a life of holiness, but
what does that mean in a world
that tells you to do everything but
that? 

Living a life of holiness is not
nearly as intimidating as it sounds.
As Matthew Kelly likes to 
describe it, it is simply working to
become “the bestversionof
ourselves”. If there is one thing we
have learned, it is a lot easier to
work on becoming that person
when we have other people that are
striving to do the same. Consider
the life of Jesus, as Fr. Anthony
once said in a homily, “Jesus 
didn’t work alone and neither
should we.” In other words, Jesus
made friends; while they followed
Him because of the truths He 
proclaimed, the foundation of their
initial discipleship was based on
their friendship with Him. When
we strive for that holiness, there is
a happiness and peace that comes
to us. With following Jesus, there
is an empowerment to do His will
and live our faith. This year, a
group of us have formed our young
adult group on this belief: We are
not meant to live faith on our own,
but in community, and that faith
builds on the relationships we
share with others.


Pearl Young Adult Catholic is a 
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group of young adults (i.e. single,
married, 21+) in the surrounding
Strongsville area, purposefully
working to spend time growing
closer to other Catholics. We do
this in both prayer and fellowship,
at churches, bars, parks and 
anywhere in between. Our goal is
to grow in a deeper love and 
understanding of our faith through
these relationships. Our Catholic
faith is not faith that avoids the
world, but one that lives in the real
world, doing what young adults are
already doing in their lives. 


We are all in different places, in
age, experience and spirituality.
Our group is the common meeting
place for all. Whether you are new 
to the faith, strong in the faith, or
casually interested and curious
about meeting new friends and
Catholics...we all can benefit from
being together and strengthening
the Church through relationships.
We are not centered on only faith
sharing, but on building friends
that embody that faith.


So what is next? This summer, we
will be getting together for 
bonfires, cornhole tournaments,
cookouts, church tours, hikes, bike
rides, etc. while incorporating 
various types of prayer as well.
This is an easy way to be together,
building new friendships while 
living our faith in a real way.
Whether you can come to one
event, or all events...for the whole
time or some of the time, we’d
love to have you come meet us.
If you or anyone you know may be
interested in growing stronger in
faith through friendship with other
Catholics, please join us. We look
forward to meeting you!



IN MEMORIAM
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Sue 
Haberman, the editor of our Parish
Newsletter. Sue worked tirelessly
in having all of the writers turning
their articles in on time and also
setting up the newsletter in order
to make it easy to read. 

However, that is not all that Sue
did for St. Joseph Parish. She was
a sacristan at Mass as well as a
greeter and Eucharistic Minister.
Sue did some gardening in the
front of our church and many 
other ministries, as needed.

The most important thing about
Sue, however, was her love for
God and all of His people. She
would always go the extra mile to
help others, even if she was not
feeling well. She understood her
Baptismal call to love God above
all else, and her neighbor as 
herself.

We extend our condolences to her
sister, Joan and the rest of the 
Haberman family. Our prayers are
with Sue and all the people she
left behind.

May you rest in peace, Sue. 



Any questions, please visit our 
Facebook page @ Pearl Young
Adult Catholic or contact Nicole
Wulk (wulk.nicole@gmail.com).
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FATHER ANTHONY’S FAREWELL
TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. JOSEPH
“To live is to have changed and to
live perfectly is to have changed 
often.” This is one of my favorite
quotes from Blessed John Henry
Newman. It speaks to the reality of
life and the inevitable changes that
each one of us faces. Whether we
are feeling the effects of aging,
moving to a new city, in the midst
of changing jobs or in my case
changing parish assignments, life
is full of changes. The truth is that
while change can be stressful,
change ultimately makes us 
stronger, healthier and holier if we
pay attention to where God is 
leading us.

When I came to St. Joseph in June
of 2013, I had just completed my
first assignment as a priest at St.
Francis de Sales in Akron and I
was excited to continue my 
priestly ministry in the City of
Strongsville. I received such a
warm welcome from all of you
which certainly made my transition
much easier. I fell in love with St.
Joseph Parish immediately because
of the dedicated and committed 
parishioners. I could see from the
start that the people here were
strong in their faith and in their
desire to serve God and one 
another. One personal change that
I made after joining you was I 
adjusted my preaching style. I was
accustomed, from my previous 
assignment, to delivering my 
homilies from behind the ambo 
using notes but I quickly learned
that so many of you wanted me to
preach walking around in front of
the altar, that I needed to make a
change. Developing a greater range
and altering my preaching style has
helped me to grow more confident
as a priest and I have you to thank
for that.
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I have been privileged to serve
alongside Fr. Joe and all of you for
these four years. From Eucharistic
Adoration, men’s group, women’s
group, RCIA, Ministry of 
Assistance, Art and Environment,
home enthronement, wedding 
preparations, funerals, confessions,
teaching at St. Joseph and John
School, the Spiritual Life 
Commission, pastoral counseling,
Catholic Q and A column, working
as an auditor at our Diocesan 
Tribunal and so much more. I have
grown and changed so much into a
man of God who loves and cares 
for people because I have been
loved and cared for by all of you. I
am excited to tell all of you that
Bishop Thomas has named me 
administrator of St. Columbkille
Parish in Parma. My start date is
June 13th and it is the expectation
that when the Diocese of 
Cleveland receives a new bishop, I
will be installed as pastor. I can
honestly say that your guidance
and leadership as a parish family
has prepared me well for future
ministry as a pastor to my new
flock at St. Columbkille. Please
know that while my pastoral relationship with all of you is changing
my heart and prayers 
remain with you always. You are
always welcome to come visit me
at St. Columbkille anytime and I
look forward to seeing you in the
future.

Finally, I want to thank all of you
for your love, prayers and support.
It is hard to leave you, but nothing
in this life remains the same; only
God is unchanging and constant in
His love, at all times. Know that all
of you will be in my thoughts and
prayers and I ask you all to 
continue to pray for me in my new
assignment. Just remember what I
said over and over in my homilies: 

Nobody falls in love with an idea
or concept of God, we fall in love
with the person of God²Jesus
Christ risen in the flesh. It is the
Holy Spirit alive and at work in the
Body of Christ that gives us the
ability to change, grow in holiness
and become love in the world.
Never forget that love is a choice,
a decision to lay down your life for
another²imitate our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by 
surrendering and sacrificing your
life and love will come alive in our
world. 
May God bless you always! 
Fr. Anthony Suso

WE WELCOME THESE
FAMILIES TO OUR 
PARISH
Birsan
Ciritovic
Cool
Cundiff
DeCesare
Dembowski
Dusek
Fifolt
Frushour
Gerbic
Girard
James
Kaluzny
Kaminski
Konyesni
Kuzmickas
Langenderfer
Lewis

Maurer
McKim
Muscaello
Nemeh
O’Neill
Onderko
Padula
Poelking
Prok
Raffay
Riedl
Spence
Steed
Stepanik
Wancata
Young
Zurek
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WEST VIRGINIA BOUND
Twelve years ago, I stood before
you for the first time to share a 
vision developed by a group of 
fellow parishioners. For weeks,
through the news, we had 
witnessed the destruction caused
by Hurricane Katrina. We felt
compelled to do something, and
called upon this parish community
to respond. Because of your 
compassion and generosity, 50 of
us were sent to New Orleans to
provide relief work and the 
Mission of Hope was born. 

Each year since, you’ve 
commissioned us to bring hope and
the message of God’s love to folks
who have come to feel forgotten,
to communities lacking the 
resources to help themselves and to
churches struggling to provide for
the people they have been called
on to serve.

The commissioning is at the end of
every liturgy, “Go out and spread
the Gospel with your lives.” As 
disciples of Christ, the Mission of
Hope has made it their mission to
put this into practice.



On the night of June 23, 2016, six
inches of rain fell causing 
waterways to overflow; sending
mud, rock and debris tumbling
down the mountains surrounding
the folks of Richwood, West 
Virginia, a small old logging town
of about 2,000 people. The 
nightmare of loss became evident
as the sun rose and they took in
the damage left behind. Not only
homes and businesses but the
building that housed their 
emergency food pantry and the
town’s social services, was also
destroyed. No emergency food or
water, no clothing, no extra 
anything. It was all gone.

Catholic Charities of West 
Virginia and the Nicholas County
Disaster Recovery Group have
committed to rehabbing 30 flood
damaged homes and building 10
houses from the ground up. In 
July, we will join in this effort.
We will begin where the groups
before us leave off, and others
will come after us. As in all our
work, we are reminded of the
words of Archbishop Oscar
Romero, “it may be incomplete,
but it is a beginning, a step along
the way, an opportunity for the
Lord’s grace to enter and do the
rest.” .

Such is the life of a disciple²we
may never see the results of our
labors, but we have opened the
door to hope and mercy, and God’s
grace passes through.

It is the message of God’s love,
given without words, when total
strangers show up at your door to
offer their help. As the Gospel tells
us, it is not enough to love those
who are good to us²we must
learn to love “the other”  whoever
that may be.

To help make up the things lost in
the flooding, we will take up a
monetary and materials collection
at the church from June 25th²July
2nd. A list of most needed items
will appear in the bulletin and a
display and dropoff point will be
located in the Gathering Area.

Thank you for your continued 
support. As always, we hold you in
our prayers.

Kathy McConnaughy
Mission of Hope Facilitator
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