
Where does the Church’s 
teaching on marriage 

originate? 

  
Since our Catholic faith is an 

apostolic faith, as prayed in the Nicene Creed, (“I believe in only, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church”), teachings find their 
grounding in either Scripture or the teaching Tradition of the 
Church. Marriage is one of those teachings that can be found in 
both. Our Church’s teaching on marriage can be found in many 
places, while one the famous is found in the New Testament when 
Jesus has a discussion with Jewish Pharisees. 
In responding to a question about divorce from the Pharisee’s, 
“Jesus said in reply, “Have you not read that from the beginning the 
Creator made them male and female and said, For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh?” (Matthew 19:4-6) Jesus’ response 
includes a reference to Genesis 2:18-24, where God states that “is 
not good for a man to be alone” and seeks to make a suitable 
partner for him. In doing so, God fashions woman out of one of the 
man’s (Adam) rib. Then, God presents Adam, with her as a partner. 
Genesis goes on to say “that is why a man leave his father and 
mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become on body 
(Genesis 2:24). 
These two passages – originating from the time of the Old 
Testament and re-affirmed by Jesus in the New Testament help to 
illustrate the Church’s belief that marriage between a man and 
woman is found in the natural order of the created world. From 
these biblical passages the Sacred Tradition of the Church tells us 
that marriage is a lifelong union of man and woman ordered toward 
their personal good and holiness as well as the good and holiness 
of any children they are open to creating with the help of God.  
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1601) Out of this order and 
these citations, the Church’s teaching of marriage being a 



sacrament between and a man of woman finds its origins. 
Please remember to visit www.sjohio.org/supreme for additional 
resources on this topic or ask any one of the priests or deacons, 
we’ll be happy to assist you! 

 



 

Is there any common ground 
among proponents of same-
sex marriage and traditional 
marriage?  Is sexual union 

with the openness to children 
an essential aspect of 

marriage?  
  
It seems to me that there appear to be two different views of 
marriage that drive the same-sex marriage debate. The conjugal 
view defines marriage as “the lifelong union of man and woman 
ordered toward their good and the good of the children they create.” 
The other view might be called the relational view, which holds that 
marriage is a lifelong relationship between two people who have 
romantic feelings for one another. 

  
The only way we can settle the same-sex marriage debate is to find 
out which view of marriage is correct. If the relational view is 
correct, then it is certainly unjust not to allow people of the same 
sex to marry. That is because, under this view, biological sex is not 
an essential part of the definition of marriage. However, if the 
conjugal view is true, then two people of the same sex simply can’t 
get married any more than a circle can have more than one side. A 
same-sex union simply would not be marriage. 
Critics on both sides of the argument seem to agree that marriage 
involves at least these three elements: 
1.  A union involving two people 

2.  A lifelong union 

3.  A sexual union 

I contend that the conjugal view explains these three aspects of 
marriage, while the relational view falls short of the possibility of a 
procreative sexual union.  The true and proper end of sexual 
intercourse is the conception of a child.  A same-sex couple 



engaging in sexual union is not possible: they may have romantic 
and sexual feelings and some sexual “actions” but the conception 
of a child is not possible.  Only in marriage between a man and 
woman is the proper end of sexual union achieved, namely an 
openness and ability to have children. 



 

  
How did our nation get to the point 
of legalizing same-sex marriage?  
Did our understanding of marriage 

change? 

  
In the span of twenty years, redefining marriage to include 
homosexual unions went from being opposed by both political 
parties and a supermajority of the American electorate to being a 
position that must be embraced lest one be branded a bigot. How 
did this issue move forward so quickly? My opinion is that same-sex 
marriage is the necessary outcome of previous redefinitions of 
marriage started with the FDA’s approval of the first oral 
contraceptive in 1960.  In the 1930’s Pope Pius XI declared the use 
of birth control and contraception as a “grave sin” that seeks to 
separate procreation from sex.  The Church teaches that each and 
every action of sexual intercourse must remain open to the 
possibility of life and the use of contraception deliberately separates 
sex from procreation which cannot be done without SERIOUS 
damage to the human person, the family, and human society. 
  
In 1969, California governor Ronald Reagan passed the first state 
law allowing for no-fault divorce. Through the new law, couples did 
not have to prove one partner committed a fault such as adultery or 
abuse in order to end the marriage. Instead, a marriage could be 
ended simply because both people had “irreconcilable differences.” 
In 1973 the Supreme Courts horrific decision of legalizing abortion 
in our country has led many people to believe that children in the 
womb are merely unfortunate byproducts of unwanted conception 
and therefore can be killed without question. Finally, widespread 
access to pornography has caused tremendous damage to persons 
and families by continuing to promote a culture and lifestyle where 
persons are treated as objects to be sexually exploited further 
separating the divide between sex and procreation.  



   
Bring together these three major shifts and you have the perfect 
storm for changing the public’s view of marriage.  Prior to these 
widespread changes mainstream society understood marriage as 
an institution for both the good of the spouses and for the benefit of 
children that is anchored in permanence and sexual exclusivity.  In 
less than 50 years marriage is understood by society as being 
ordered solely toward the benefits of adults (children are just 
unfortunate byproducts of sex) and is anchored in whatever is 
pleasurable for them at the moment. It’s not surprising that if the 
point of marriage for opposite sex couples is to fulfill one another’s 
happiness and pleasure, that the courts and public opinion now feel 
that same-sex couples should have a right to this happiness as 
well. 
  
The Catholic Church has always held marriage as being ordered 
toward a permanent and sexually exclusive bond that is good for 
the spouses and for any children those spouses may with God’s 
help create.  Exclusive sexual intercourse between a man and 
woman for the purpose of procreation has always been taught by 
the Church as an essential aspect of marriage. Sadly our Supreme 
Court has now legalized this not to be the case.  We must double 
down our efforts on fighting for marriage’s permanence and sexual 
exclusivity, both in our arguments in the public square and in 
choosing to value permanence, sexual exclusivity, and openness to 
life. 
  



 

I was at a Catholic wedding 
recently and heard the priest 
asking the bride and groom 
three questions before they 
exchanged their vows…what 
are the questions and what do 
they mean? 

  
During the Catholic wedding ritual the bride and groom stand 
before God and the Church and state their intentions to 
three very important questions.  Each of these questions 
corresponds to the four marks of God’s love in the life of 
Jesus Christ and the Church: free, total, faithful and 
fruitful.  Without these four essential marks of love a 
Catholic Marriage is not possible. The first question is “have 
you come here freely and without reservation to give 
yourselves to each other in marriage?”  By responding yes 
to this question the bride and groom are pledging that no 
person or desire is controlling their decision to marry; their 
love for each other and love for God is free not forced.  
Jesus speaks this intentionally when he says “no one takes 
my life from me, I lay it down freely.” (John 10:18)  In 
imitation of Christ, the bride and groom freely lay down their 
lives for each other in marriage.  
  
The second question is “will you love and honor each other 
as man and wife for the rest of your lives?”  Responding yes 
to this question tells us that the bride and groom are 
pledging to make a total gift of themselves to each other 
and to remain faithful to one another for the entire 
marriage.  Jesus say’s “greater love has no man than this 



than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  (John 15:13)  
This means that the bride and groom give themselves 
totally to each other: emotionally, spiritually, and sexually.  
My body, blood, and soul are totally at the service of my 
spouse.  Jesus also say’s “not my will but yours be done.”  
(Luke 22:42)  Faithful obedience to one another in marriage 
is a living sign of Jesus’ faithful obedience to God the Father 
as he gave his life for us on the cross. 
  
The third question is “will you accept children lovingly from 
God, and bring them up according to the law of Christ and 
his Church?”  The bride and grooms response to this 
question is spoken most perfectly with the union of their 
bodies in sexual intercourse when their free, total and faithful 
gift of each other is made fruitful in the blessing of a child. 
Jesus say’s “I am the vine, you are the branches; if you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.” (John 
15:5)  Whenever a married couple engages in the marital 
embrace, if the act is an authentic expression of love, they 
are saying to each other and to God (just as they did in their 
original vows) that they will lovingly accept any children that 
may result from this union. They remain open to whatever 
fruit God wants to bring forth from their love. Please 
continue to pray for brides and grooms young and old that 
they may live in a free, total, faithful and fruitful marriage 
bearing witness to God’s sacrificial love in the world. 


