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Annual St. Joseph Parish Picnic 
 

The St. Joseph Annual Parish  
Picnic is a family picnic on a larger 
scale. What makes it work are all 
of the St. Joseph family, friends 
and visitors who attend. You can’t 
have a picnic without people to 
enjoy it. Good food and beverages 
are essentials, too. Europeans Best 
Restaurant, Kona Ice, Master Pizza 
and Olympia Candy and Grill did 
not disappoint. Great food and 
treats with family friendly picnic  
prices. Cold beverages and  
traditional lemonade were  
available as well.  
 
We enjoyed good music to go 
along with food, beverages and 
activities. Logan Wells and Jerry 
Colosimo provided half of the  
afternoon’s entertainment with  
listening friendly sounds that  
covered a wide range of musical 
tastes. They are a talented duo who 
often appear at area venues. We 
also had the return of the Wayne 
Tomlison Polka Band who closed 
out the day. Activities included 
taking a ride in the “Thriller Car” 
from Euclid Beach, pony rides, a 
rock climbing wall, children’s 
games, an inflatable challenge 
course and a blackjack table. 
Strongsville Fire and Police  
equipment was there for viewing. 
 
What also makes the parish picnic 
work is the vision and philosophy  

of Fr. Joe and the delegation of 
responsibilities to members of the 
St. Joseph Parish family who  
volunteer to accept one to two  
duties to make it all happen. The 
saying, “many hands make light 
work,” certainly comes to life with 
the parish picnic! The St. Joseph 
Picnic Committee is always  
looking for “hands” to lighten the 
load.  Just as important, we are  
always looking for ideas to  
improve the picnic. Let us know if 
you’d like to contribute. 
 
Picnics are a definite traditional 
family summer activity. Next 
year’s picnic will be on the last 
Sunday of July, Sunday, July 28, 
2019. Hope to see your family 
there.  Jeff Branic 
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How do you get over it when someone you love dies? 

 

SACRED STEPS TO PEACE 
Catholic Divorce Recovery 

Attempting to pick up the pieces of 
one’s life after a divorce is complex, 
confusing and often heartbreaking. 
Does the Church still care about the 
divorced? Yes…. a hallmark of 
Christ’s ministry was His  
identification with those who are 
hurting and suffering. “I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink.” One might 
add, “I was divorced and you still 
cared about me and you did not  
abandon me.” The Church wants to 
help in the process of healing after 
divorce. St. John Paul II affirmed 
many times that Catholics who are 
divorced and those who are  
remarried outside the Church are still 
members of the Church, they are not  
excommunicated and they have the 
right to worship and the right to  
pastoral care. Pope Francis has made 

mercy the center of his pontificate 
and calls the Church a “field  
hospital” to heal the wounded. He 
emphasizes the “art of  
accompaniment” by compassionate 
people who walk with those on a 
journey to their healing. 
 
In response to the above, the Sacred 
Steps grew out of the experiences of 
the Cleveland Diocesan Marriage 
and Family Ministry Office and the  
Tribunal . Recently, Bishop Perez 
has granted his approval to establish 
the ministry throughout the Diocese. 
We have used St. Joseph Parish as 
the first parish to develop the  
program. Sacred Steps is led by the 
deacons on a spiritual journey to a 
deeper faith in God, reconciliation 
with the Church and inner healing. 
Prayer, scripture, catechesis and  

psychosocial learning exercises are 
combined to accompany the  
divorced pilgrims through a year-
long spiritual pilgrimage of healing, 
enlightenment, conversion and  
spiritual transformation. 
 
Our next Sacred Steps Program will 
begin with a retreat on September 
21st and 22nd starting with Evening 
Prayer and Benediction at 7 pm on 
Friday night and continuing on  
Saturday, September 22nd from 8:30 
am ending with 4:30 pm Mass. Our 
first Sacred Steps meeting will begin 
on Friday, October 19th from 7-9 
pm. In addition to the general  
meeting there are separate men and 
women support groups. You may 
contact Deacon Bob Lester at 440-
238-5555 for further information. 
Come and join us. Carol Petro LSW 

This is a good question and one that 
is impossible to answer. The  
professionals that help others with 
grief will say, “you don’t get over 
grief, you get THROUGH grief.”  
There is no one way to do that,  
either. Because each of us grieves 
differently depending on the  
relationship we had with the person 
who is no longer there. Fortunately, 
there are many resources available to 
those who’ve lost a loved one. One 
of those is GriefShare. St. Joseph 
Parish successfully introduced  
GriefShare last fall.  
 

GriefShare is a Christian-based 13-
week program, beginning Saturday, 
September 15th from 10 am-12 pm 
in the Bethlehem Room, for those 
experiencing grief that uses videos 
and a support group format to help 

participants consider many of the 
common concerns that people  
experience after losing a spouse, a 
child, a parent, friend or colleague. 
The group begins with prayer and 
includes a video of various people 
from all walks of life sharing about 
important topics such as: what is  
normal, the journey and challenges 
of grief, dealing with guilt and anger, 
and what to do when you feel stuck. 
Following the video, there is a break 

and then an opportunity for group 
sharing and prayer.  At St. Joe’s, the 
group is facilitated by Deacon Bob 
Lester and those trained as group  
facilitators. There are workbook  
exercises and bible readings, to  
review daily between the sessions to 
help participants recognize the way 
God works in our lives. 
 

If you or someone you know would 
like to learn more or participate in 
GriefShare, contact the Parish  
Office. The group is open to anyone 
in the parish or community. In fact, 
there are many GriefShare groups  
throughout the area. A workbook is 
required. You can check out more 
about GriefShare at 
www.griefshare.org. 
Rosanne Radziewicz 
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                   From the Desk 
                     Of 
           Fr. Joe Mamich 
 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
I am not sure about you, but I find it 
hard to believe that we’ve already begun 
another September. It seems like the 
past several months have just flown by! 
Where did summer go? Every year, if 
you’re like me, I look to summer as a 
chance to change up my routine, get 
outside, and enjoy different things – 
such as time with friends or family  
relaxing outside, around bonfires,  
talking, and simply enjoying a calm 
summer evening. Now all of those 
things have come and gone – and we’re 
beginning both another school year and 
“pastoral year” full of many activities! 
 
As I begin this newsletter column, I 
want to write again what I shared in my 
Pastor’s Column on Sunday, August 
26th in our weekly bulletin, specifically  
reflections on the horrific reports of the 
crime of sexual abuse and misconduct 
perpetrated by bishops, priests, and  
other Church personnel: 
 
These reports anger, sadden, and  
embarrass me. Through my first  
assignment at a parish that had five 
priests over its history accused of either 
abuse or misconduct and being personal 
friends with the family of a sexual abuse 
victim by a priest, I feel that I have been 
given a glimpse into how awful and  
lasting the effects are of such acts; yet 
also the resilience in faith that people 
continue to hold in God. I would hope 
that you will join me in praying for 
those who have been victimized in such 
ways! The events reported are vile,  
disgusting, immoral, and wrong! Those 
who commit or enable abuse must be 
brought to justice according to the law, 
while those who have been victimized 
must be afforded the opportunity for 
healing. If justice is unable to be  
rendered according to law, I am  
reminded that “we must all appear  
before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each of us may receive what is due   

 
us for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad” (II Corinthians 
5:10). There always remains judgement 
and repentance for sinners before God!  
 
While many of these recent revelations 
recount abuse over a period of many 
years throughout which the social  
sciences evolved in their approach to 
perpetrators of such acts, we know and 
must respond differently now! On a  
national level, we began this process 
with the adoption of the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young  
People in June 2002. Following our 
Diocese’s April 2002 release of the 
names of accused priests, the Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutors Office convened a 
comprehensive grand jury investigation 
into our own Diocese’s history. You’d 
be able to find online court records that 
outline this process. I have full  
confidence in the policies and  
procedures that exist and have been  
followed since 2002, in our Diocese not 
only to make known, investigate, and 
punish such abuse or misconduct,  
provide assistance to victims, and raise 
awareness on behaviors that are  
suspect. I know my own seminary  
formation occurred in both a world and 
seminary that was much different than 
before. 
 
All of that said, this is a difficult matter, 
so if your faith has been shaken in any 
way, Fr. Bob and I want you to know 
that you also are in our prayers. We 
encourage you to not let the infidelity of 
these perpetrators deter you from a  
relationship with God and His Church, 
but hold fast to the teachings of Jesus 
and the example of the eleven Apostles 
who remained faithful. For our part, we 
are both completely committed to who 
we believe that the Lord has called us to 
be as priests and to who you expect us 
to be as priests. Lastly, these revelations 
remind us how important it is that we 
continue to commit ourselves to raising 
continual awareness of the problem of 
abuse in our entire society and the  
assistance that victims must receive. If 
you or someone in your family has  
concerns or has been victimized, please 
contact us so we can assist you and  
connect you with the proper authorities.  
 

 
Please continue to keep these matters in  
your thoughts and prayers! 
 
With the new year of activities on the 
horizon, I particularly draw your  
attention to our Annual Parish Service 
Day “St. Joseph Serves” that is coming 
up on Saturday, October 27th. This is  
already our fourth year! Our annual 
event continues to grow and make a  
difference! If you’ve never had a chance 
to participate, I hope that you might 
consider setting aside time on October 
27th. Later this month, participants from 
past Service Days will offer a witness at 
Mass and sign-ups will begin in the  
Holy Family Center and online. As we 
hear their reflections and read the article 
in this newsletter, I hope it’ll give you a 
sense of some of the opportunities that 
will be available that day. Please stay 
alert for updated information in the  
bulletin or you can visit 
www.sjohio.org/service to see more 
photos from the past two years and 
soon, to sign-up for this year’s  
opportunities! 
 
As you read the pages of the newsletter, 
you will notice many other things  
happening besides what I have already 
mentioned. We are blessed with a very 
active parish with many people  
involved, yet there is always room for 
more, so please – if you’ve not done it 
yet, make time to become involved in 
the many opportunities that we have at 
St. Joseph. I’m confident that you’ll find 
something that you would enjoy being a 
part of and perhaps, even invite a friend 
to join us for an activity!  
 
As we journey through these months, 
may God continue to bless each one of 
us! May St. Joseph, our Patron, always 
be our guide and may we continue, in all 
that we do, to continue to grow into the 
disciples Christ invites us to be! 
 
With my best wishes and prayers, 

http://www.sjohio.org/service
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Being Stuck Inside: Prison or Playground 

It’s that time of year. Has the  
realization set in yet? Summer is 
pretty much over and “winter is 
coming”. While this realization 
brings me great joy, I know that is 
not the case for most. For those who 
are outdoorsy yet hate the cold 
weather, it can be an almost  
unbearable few months. But, there is 
a benefit to being “stuck” inside that 
some might overlook. It affords us 
more time to spend with our friends 
and family: board games, movies, 
and even simply talking to each  
other. Yes, of course we can have 
conversation and do things with 
those we love outdoors during the 
summer, but being indoors offers a 
closeness, a more intimate encounter 
with our loved ones and we should 
take advantage of it. And let’s face 
it, so often we tend to be glued to our 
iPhones (I’m guilty) when we’re  
sitting around the house and our kids 
are playing Fortnite or some other 
video game. Let me advocate for a 
family game night and/or family 
movie night with a ban on smart 
phones and social media. Besides the 
benefit of just being together as  
family and friends and allowing 
those bonds to grow. Here are just a 
few ways in which these practices 
may enhance your family life, but 
also the whole of your faith. 
 
*If you start a family game/movie 
night (and stick to it) it creates  
family traditions. Not simply the 
night itself, but little rituals that  
always creep in. As a kid I remember 
there being one week a year that they 
showed these horrible “Attack of the 
killer…” (worms, piranhas, etc.) 
movies. On one night we had to have 
whoopee pies, another giant  
chocolate chip cookie and so on. 
Traditions and rituals are a good 
thing and there is a sense of security 
that comes with them. Think of our 
Mass. Every week many of the 
songs, prayers, and petitions change, 

the Sacred Scripture changes and 
because of that change the homily 
changes, but in the midst of all the 
change it is always the Mass. At the 
table of the word and altar of  
sacrifice we stand at the foot of  
Calvary and offer to the Father all 
that we are in union with the only 
thing that will make us holy, His 
Son, Jesus Christ. So, while the 
movie, game and snacks may change 
on one of these nights, what matters 
is that the structure (tradition/ritual) 
allows for family and friends to 
spend quality time together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All work and no play, makes (insert 
name) a dull boy/girl. We need times 
of rest and leisure in our lives. How 
do I know this? God built one into 
the week. Many hands make for light 
work, so make sure everyone helps 
with snack preparation and clean-up. 
If it’s in a home with parents and 
kids, do the dishes in the morning 
(they don’t magically disappear). 
Along with this play come great 
memories to be shared years later. 
Don’t we do the same thing at Mass? 
We gather together and one of the 
things we do is share memories 
(scripture) from our family in faith. 
Like I shared above on our family 
“B Movie Weeks”, those memories 
still vividly come to mind some 30 
years later. I don’t know about you, 
but I have quite a few memories of  
significant encounters with God in 
prayer and a few of where I was 

when I finally grasped a certain  
philosophical or theological concept, 
but they are dwarfed in comparison 
to the memories I have of sharing 
fun times with family and friends.  
 
* For parents with kids, some  
speculate because St. Paul often used 
athletic analogies that he was  
accustomed to competition.  
Competition is good, so game night 
can be an opportunity to teach  
children good sportsmanship in the 
home; how to win and lose  
graciously. Also, I know one of my 
great desires for the babies I baptize 
is that one day they effectively  
communicate the Gospel. Game 
nights, especially, enhance  
communication skills not only their 
ability to communicate, but  
communication between parent and 
child. And finally a movie night can 
be an opportunity to define family 
values. You’ll be good to go if those 
values are defined when going to 
pick out a movie, but every movie 
has an overarching moral dilemma. 
It can be used as a moment to talk 
with your kids about which Christian 
virtues were present or lacking in 
particular characters and their  
choices. 
 
*Finally, I’d like to add an element 
of prayer to the night. In First  
Thessalonians it says to “pray  
without ceasing”. Now, I’m pretty 
sure that St. Paul didn’t mean formal 
prayer when he said this, but at the 
same time, there isn’t one aspect of 
our lives (not even one) that should 
be done without prayer. Begin the 
night thanking God for the  
opportunity to be together for leisure 
and that the evening be for His glory. 
End the evening praying for those 
who need prayer and offering a  
decade of the rosary for them.  It 
doesn’t have to be substantial time 
wise, but substantial in engagement. 
                            (continued on pg.5) 
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Welcome To Our Newest Parish Council Members 

 

My family (husband, Matt and 
daughter, Madison) and I joined St. 
Joseph Parish about five years ago. I 
had been a lifetime member of St. 
Adalbert in Berea, and when we 
moved to Strongsville we were  
looking for a school/parish that fit 
our family. We couldn’t be happier 
with our move! Matt and I were both 
raised to be active members of the 
church. Matt is a Eucharistic  
Minister and I am a lector at 10 am 
Mass. Madison is a member of the 
Children’s Choir and attends SJJ. As 
a family, we work donut Sunday  
after 10 am Mass on the first Sunday 
of the Month. I look forward to my 
new endeavor as a member of the 
Parish Pastoral Council.  
Nancy Delac 
 
My name is Mike Kelley. I am  
married, have one son, two  
daughters and five grandchildren. I 
am employed by the Summit County 
Prosecutor. I moved to Strongsville 
last year and joined St. Joseph. I 
have met many nice people and felt 

very welcome from the beginning. I 
have been blessed with a good life, 
family and friends. Being a member 
of the Pastoral Council give me the 
opportunity to give and show my 
appreciation for these blessings and 
contribute to the parish that has  
welcomed me.  
 
My family and I joined St. Joseph 
Parish over four years ago. Fr. Joe 
welcomed my wife and I into this 
parish with open arms. Since then, 
we were blessed to have him marry 
us, as well as baptize our son. I have 
two sons, ages seven and two years 
old. We belong to the Pre-Cana 
Team and enjoy being able to help 
engaged couples prepare for the  
sacrament of marriage. I have met so 
many wonderful people and friends 
here at St. Joseph’s and I look  
forward to meeting many more  
parishioners as I serve on the Parish 
Council for the next three years. 
Matt Tortorici 
 
God may have brought me to St.  

Joseph’s by placing parishioner Kim 
Hostelley next to me on a 2005 flight 
from Boston to Cleveland. Kim and I 
got married the following year and 
we have been official parishioners 
since then. I am a lector at the 4:30 
Saturday Mass. Currently, I work for 
the US Census Bureau and am an 
adjunct faculty member in the  
History Department at Baldwin  
Wallace University. I also write and 
edit for websites, having been a  
freelance writer since my teen years. 
In addition, I had the wonderful  
privilege of serving at the United 
Nations twice. I have also worked at 
universities and colleges doing  
fund-raising and grant proposals, 
research  and teaching. I hope to 
learn more about St. Joseph and it’s 
parishioners’ concerns by serving on 
the Parish Pastoral Council. Serving 
on Parish Council is also an  
opportunity for me to share skills 
from my varied work experience to 
develop the St. Joseph community, 
where appropriate. Thomas Uthup 

(continued from pg. 4) 
 
To end, I would like to point out 
that movie/game nights work for 
people in all walks of life. Start a 
monthly gathering of single people 
or married couples. It works the 
same way. During these upcoming 
months of cold and chill, don’t  
allow the walls of your home to be 
the bars of a prison cell, but see 
them as the fence around a great 
playground where the joy of a 
game/movie night might not only 
strengthen the bonds you share 
with family and friends, but also 
allow you all to grow in holiness. 
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Fourth Annual Parish Service Day 

 
 

Why is the canonization of Oscar A. Romero so significant to us in particular and to the Catholic Church? 

 
Have you ever noticed the forest 
green t-shirts with the ‘St. Joseph 
Parish Serves’ logo? Those ‘green 
shirts’ will be out in force again on 
Saturday, October 27th, for the 4th 
Annual Parish Service Day. On 
that Saturday, between 8:30 am and 
4:30 pm, parish volunteers will reach 
out to those in need in our  
Strongsville neighborhood and  
surrounding communities. 
 
Maybe you love being outdoors, so 
yardwork would be a fit for you. Or 
if you have a heart for those in  
nursing homes, then crafts or bingo 
with the residents might be your 
choice. There are also opportunities 
to serve by helping with parish  
ministry tasks. The planning  
committee is working to put together 
many varied opportunities for  
individuals, couples and families; 
something to fit everyone’s abilities 
and interests. We are also in need of 
pick-up trucks and/or trailers to  
assist with moving yard waste to the 
Strongsville waste station. Keep an 
eye on the bulletin for further ways 
you can help. Last year, 7 year old 

Leo Trunzo volunteered with his  
parents at Altenheim Nursing  
Facility. Leo told his mom, “it was 
fun helping make crafts with the  
people in the nursing home.  
Everyone was so happy.” High 
school student, Molly Olson, shared 
her experience at the West Side  
Catholic Center’s food distributions. 
She said, “it feels good to do  
something that directly helps people. 
It’s easy to feel helpless, but we 
aren’t. Businesses have extra food 
that shouldn’t be wasted….but we 
can help. Just go, give out the fresh 
produce or canned goods, whatever 
is available that week. Look people 
in the eye and talk to them. Listen 
and try to understand. You won’t 
regret the time you spent and you’ll 
want to go back like our family 
does.” 
 
For those of you who have joined us 
in the past, we hope to see you and 
your green shirt on Saturday,  
October 27th! We welcome any and 
all to join us; please feel free to  
invite friends, co-workers and  
relatives. Those who sign up by  

October 7th are guaranteed their own 
green t-shirt. 
 
There will be sign up opportunities 
after all Masses the weekend of  
September 22nd-23rd and 29th and 
30th. When you sign up, you will 
receive a flyer explaining the  
schedule for the day and other  
details. To sign up online, check the 
home page of the parish website for 
a link to the sign up page. Work just 
a few hours or the whole day; it’s up 
to you. Snacks and water will be 
available for volunteers to pick up 
and carry to the project site. (Those 
who work the whole day should 
bring a lunch). 
 
We begin the Service Day by  
gathering in church for a short prayer 
and sending service. You will be a 
blessing to others by volunteering, 
but the experience will leave you 
feeling blessed.  
 
For further information you may 
contact the parish office at 440-238-
5555. 

We in Cleveland have “blood ties” 
with the people of El Salvador. 
More than just the presence of our  
Cleveland Missionaries since 1964, 
we remember our “Cleveland  
Martyrs” Sr. Dorothy Kazel, an  
Ursuline Sister, and Miss Jean  
Donovan, a lay missionary, who 
gave their lives on December 2, 
1980, a few months after the  
assassination of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero on March 24, 1980. They 
had been threatened, as Romero 
was, and had the clear option of 
leaving the country for their own 
safety. They freely chose to stay, 

with “their” people, who were also 
in mortal danger, but did not have 
that option to leave. After their  
brutal deaths at the hands of  
government soldiers, the  
parishioners in La Libertad at the 
Port and San Jose Villanueva and 
Our Lady of the Pillar in Zaragoza 
where they ministered, responded 
with their hearts: “Now they are one 
of us”. 
 

My classmate, Fr. Paul Schindler, 
volunteered to serve in our Diocesan 
Missions, in El Salvador in the 
1970’s, and was pastor of La  

Libertad where Jean and Dorothy 
later served and he supervised them. 
At first it was simply pastoral  
work-preparing children for First  
Communion, and training lay  
leaders to teach and lead worship 
especially in the remote villages 
where the priest could make it only 
once a month with a four-wheel 
drive vehicle. As the roots of the 
civil war began, repression and 
death squads began to kill priests, 
catechists, teachers and simple  
peasants, including in our own  
parish. (continued on page 7)  
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By Fr. Bob Sanson, Pastor Emeritus of St. Joseph Church; Founder of the Partnership with San Jose Villaneuva,  
El Salvador in 2004; Board Member of the Community of Oscar Arnulfo Romero, (COAR Children’s Village) for 14 

years’ and leader of parish trips to the Cleveland Missions, San Jose Villanueva and COAR 

(continued from page 6) The  
massacres were even worse to the 
north and east, and many orphaned 
children were refugees from their 
own country areas and tried to flee to 
some safety in the capitol of San  
Salvador. Archbishop Romero would 
house them in temporary shelter in 
the seminary complex. Fr. Ken  
Myers, a Cleveland priest who was a 
year behind me, was pastor in  
Zaragoza. Romero, Jean and Doro-
thy would bring him orphans that he 
provided for in his school building 
with women who began to feed and 
take care of them. When the number 
grew to over a hundred, he bought a 
farm with the permission of Romero, 
which became the orphanage known 
today as the Community of Oscar A. 
Romero (COAR), after the  
assassination of Romero shortly after 
it’s founding. 
 

Fr. Paul worked under Romero and 
shared with me this year at our 51st 
anniversary, that he would have  
followed Romero anywhere. His first 
impressions of Romero when he first 
arrived as an auxiliary bishop were 
not very favorable. He was a quiet, 
conservative bishop who did what 
the main bishop asked of him,  
mainly working with education and 
ministries that served primarily the 
well-to-do. But Romero had a  
profound transformation when he 
saw so many of the simple people 
killed, the campesinos, hard working 
farmers who were very poor. One 
event that totally changed him was 
the assassination of a close priest 
friend, the Jesuit Fr. Rutilio Grande, 
whom he knew as a good pastor. 
From then on, he spoke biblically, 
passionately and fearlessly for social 
justice, an end to the repression and 
atrocities and a negotiated settlement 
respecting the rights of the poor for 

justice, jobs and land. He was killed 
by a hired assassin with a rifle as he 
celebrated Mass for some nuns in a 
cancer hospital.  
 

Pope Francis unblocked the process 
for canonization that was stalled 
since the 1980’s for political reasons. 
He now honors him as a martyr for 
the faith-for justice. He will canonize 
Romero on October 14, 2018 in 
Rome along with Pope Paul VI, who 
was the only pope who really  
encouraged Romero in his time of 
danger. Pope Francis has also begun 
the process of beatification of 
Romer’s close friend, Fr. Rutilio 
Grande, S.J. also, in an extraordinary 
move, Pope Francis created the first 
ever Cardinal in El Salvador last fall, 
Gregorio Rosa Chavez. I just met 
him at the COAR benefit this March 
in Cleveland, where he was the  
honoree, since he has supported 
COAR from the beginning, and was 
the rector of the seminary where the 
refugees stayed and transferred many 
of the orphans to COAR. He told us 
he was a young seminarian when he 
first met our Cleveland missionaries 
in the 1960’s  and they had a deep 
impression on his priesthood. They 
taught him to learn Vatican II, and 
empower lay people to help lead the 
Church in El Salvador, because there 
were so few priests and they could 
not get to the remote areas very  
often. 
 

I had first visited El Salvador in 
1982 during the Civil War, not long 
after the deaths of Romero and the 
Cleveland women. I went with our 
missionaries for Masses and  
confessions-even on horseback in 
those days, and was so moved by the 
suffering of the people. I visited a 
refugee camp up north, where our 
jeep got stuck in the mud after a 

monsoon rain devastated their camp 
made of sticks and sheets of tin. My 
life was changed in those nine days 
and we were even stopped and 
searched by government soldiers, 
probably about 16 years old. 
 

I have returned many times since  
then, once in 1989, again during the 
Civil War, which ended in 1992. I  
took parishioners from New   
Hampshire with their pastor. Mike 
and Susie Jenkins from the parish 
had been Peace Corps members in 
the 1960’s,  and they met in El  
Salvador and married in the church 
of San Jose Villanueva. They  
returned after retirement and spent 
the last 14 years building houses 
with volunteers, mostly from their 
parish in New Hampshire and  
establishing “Epilogos Charities 
Inc.”, a foundation which we now 
use to wire our money to the parish 
for scholarships and keeping track of 
which students receive them. 
 

Those who traveled with me over the 
years have learned these stories of 
our missions for over 50 years. Fr. 
Schindler is back there and tells 
them much history and moving  
stories of Romero, and the heroic 
people of El Salvador, including the 
work of our own missionaries. Fr. 
John Ostrowski is the only other 
priest there now. Seminarians from  
Cleveland usually visit every  
summer after the small group has 
spent some time in Antigua,  
Guatemala learning Spanish better. 
Beyond learning, I believe that our 
visits have changed lives of  
parishioners of St. Joseph Parish in 
Strongsville. I will let them tell their 
own stories in a special insert that 
will appear in the parish bulletin in 
October 2018. 
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