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The St. Joseph Annual Parish  
Picnic is a family picnic on a  
larger scale. What makes it work 
are all of the St. Joseph family, 
friends and visitors who attend. 
You can’t have a picnic without 
people to enjoy it. Good food and 
beverages are essentials, too.  
Europeans Best Restaurant,  
Olympia Sweet Treats and Grill, 
Master Pizza, Barrio, and Kona Ice 
did not disappoint. Great food and 
treats with family friendly picnic 
prices. Cold beverages and  
traditional lemonade were  
available as well. 
 
We enjoyed good music to go 
along with food, beverages and 
activities. Logan Wells and Patti 
Ann from Midnight Blue provided 
half of the afternoon’s  
entertainment with listening 
friendly sounds that covered a 
wide range of musical tastes. We 
also welcomed the return of the 
Wayne Tomsic Polka Band who 
closed out the day. Activities  
included taking a ride in the 
“Thriller Car”, pony rides, midway 
games, an inflatable challenge 
course and a blackjack and poker 
tent. Strongsville Police and Fire 
were here with their equipment for 
viewing.  
 
What makes the parish picnic 
work is the vision and philosophy 
of Fr. Joe and the delegation of 
responsibilities to members of the 
St. Joseph Parish family whose  

duties it is to make it all happen. 
The saying, “many hands make 
light work”, certainly comes to life 
with the parish picnic! The St.  
Joseph Picnic Committee is always  
looking for “hands” to lighten the 
load. Just as important, we are  
always looking for ideas to  
improve the picnic. Let us know if 
you’d like to contribute. 
 
Picnics are a definite traditional 
family summer activity. Next 
year’s picnic will be on Sunday, 
July 26th so save the date. Hope to 
see your family there! Jeff Branic 
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Men in Formation  

Dear St. Joseph Family,  
 

Hello, my name in Matt Lawler. I 
am in my third year of formation as a 
Permanent Deacon for the Diocese 
of Cleveland (I have 2-years to go! 
God willing). I live in Strongsville 
and have been a member of this  
parish since 1996. I’m a single  
parent with three children. Two of 
my three children, Rachel (22) and 
Kevin (19), live with me when they 
aren’t away at college. My oldest, 
Ryan (24), is currently working in 
Florida. I grew up in neighboring 
North Royalton where I attended St. 
Albert’s and North Royalton High 
School along with my three siblings. 
I am thankful to be employed full 
time at a consulting engineering firm 
downtown. My degree is in Civil 
Engineering and my specialty is in 
bridge design and inspection. I’ve 
been working in this field for more 
than 30 years. 
 

Growing up, our family was always 
connected to the Church, especially 
my dad, who seemed to volunteer for 
everything. It and my faith have  

 
 

always been an integral part of my 
life. I feel blessed for that. As I  
graduated high school and went off 
to college, I found it difficult to  
continue to practice my faith as I had 
been used to. Living at home with 
my parents it was easy to get to 
church weekly and to stay  
connected. At college, there were 
numerous distractions that  
continually pulled me away from my 
faith. That’s when I realized that if I 
wanted to practice my faith, I needed 
to try harder to do so than I needed 
to while I was at home. At home, I  
 

always had someone to go to Mass 
with from my family. At college, 
that generally wasn’t the case. 
Thankfully, with God’s grace, He 
led me through my college years, 
when I let Him. Since then, I’ve 
found, that my faith has continued to 
grow and sustain me through the 
happy, mundane and difficult times. 
That led me to “the call”. There  
really wasn’t a specific moment 
when I felt the call to the Diaconate, 
but a steady tailwind in that  
direction. Friends had asked me if I 
ever considered the Priesthood or the  
Diaconate. I usually didn’t have a 
response at the time. But being asked 
the question put the idea in my head 
and eventual discernment. Soon the 
time came when it was finally ripe 
for me to apply for the Diaconate. At 
that moment, a great feeling of peace 
came over me. 
 

I’ve heard it said that if you feel that 
God is calling you to do something 
and you don’t know what that is, try 
asking Him. The thing is, you’d  
better be ready to do something 
about it when He responds. 

Hello everyone! My name is Joe 
Menkhaus and I have been assigned 
to St. Joe’s during this academic 
year as part of my formation for 
priesthood at St. Mary Seminary. I 
am so excited to be in the  
Strongsville area and to be a part of 
the family of St. Joseph Parish.  
 
I am the oldest of eight children, four 
boys and four girls. I am 24 years 
old and my youngest brother, John 
Paul is eight years old. Something 
that my siblings and I share is our 
love for music. We all pay  
instruments and have a “family 
band”. We play praise and worship 
music together at different locations 
in the area. I am also really  
interested in sports. I have played 

soccer my entire life and I kicked for 
the football team when I was in high 
school. I really enjoy watching the 
Browns, Cavs and Indians! 
 

Interestingly, when I was in my first 
year of seminary six years ago, I had 
a friend from Strongsville. More 
than once, I recall telling her, I 
would love to be assigned out here 
one day.” Now, it has happened! 
One of the things that I am most  
excited about is getting to know the 
people of the community. I have 
been in the seminary for six years. 
Time and time again, the two  
reasons that I stay motivated to  
continue on is the Lord’s love for me 
and the amazing people that make up 
the parishes in the Diocese of  
Cleveland. I cannot wait to pray 
with, laugh with, and be with you. 
Please know of my prayers as I 
move into the neighborhood and do 
not hesitate to say, “Hello!” 

 



 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
I find it hard to believe that we’ve 
already begun another September. It 
seems like the past several months 
have just flown by! It seems that it 
took forever to get here on account 
of the rainy and dreary weather that 
characterized the first portion of 
summer. Every year, I look to  
summer as a chance to change up my 
routine, get outside, and enjoy  
different things – such as time with 
friends or family relaxing outside, 
over a cookout, talking, and simply 
enjoying a calm summer evening. 
Now all of those things have come 
and gone – and we’re beginning both 
another school year and “pastoral 
year” full of many activities around 
the parish. 
 
As we begin a new season, I want to 
begin by speaking about the  
conclusion of our Pipe Organ project 
and what its completion means for us 
as a parish. As you may recall, as 
early as 2010, our Pastor Emeritus, 
Fr. Bob Sanson and the members of 
the Finance Council had discussed 
the need to replace our 1985 organ. 
When we undertook the Diocesan 
Rooted in Faith-Forward in Hope 
campaign, we identified this as one 
of the needs along with boiler repair 
and overhaul, technology, and  
parking lot improvements. With all 
but one of these goals completed in 
July 2016, our parish formed an  
Organ Replacement Committee and 
turned its sights onto completing the 
final goal – replacement of our  
organ.  As you’ve probably heard 
already, our organ is now complete 
and seen that another contractor is 
working to complete the project with 

the finalization of the loft, Cry Room 
and Usher’s Room. We have a fine 
instrument with opportunities for 
possible expansion should people 
wish to do so in the future. It will be 
able to serve us well not only now, 
but clear into the future. I am  
grateful for all who have supported 
the parish in many ways, especially 
over the past decade and have helped 
us reach the completion of these  
important capital goals. 
 
While the organ’s completion is the 
formal end of the Rooted in Faith-
Forward in Hope campaign, it bears 
repeating what I have spoken about 
before in both our Parish Family 
Newsletter and Pastor’s Columns: 
since April 2018, our parish has been 
debt-free. All of these projects were 
completed without assuming  
additional debt and while paying off 
our existing 2006 loan. That loan 
was made for the renovation,  
remodeling, and updating of the 
church and was originally scheduled 
to be paid off in December 2020. We 
do not anticipate any major capital 
improvements in the next decade. As 
we enjoy the benefits now, on behalf 
of those who will come after us, I 
thank you for all the financial gifts 
offered to our parish! I believe being 
debt free, maintaining the ministries 
and outreach we do, and being able 
to do these things without coming to 
our parishioners to request additional 
Sunday Offertory donations, as 
many other parishes have done, 
helps give witness to our parish’s 
commitment to “serving God and 
Neighbor.” With this in mind, when 
we gather on Sunday, November 17 
at 6:30 pm and welcome Bishop  
Perez for a Blessing and Dedication 
Concert for our Pipe Organ, it will 
be a great opportunity not only to 
celebrate the dedication of our new 
organ but also to celebrate all that 
we have accomplished over the past 
decade! 
 

With our organ’s blessing and  
dedication of its use in aiding our 
prayer, another aspect of our parish’s 
life – service to neighbor – comes 
into focus as we turn our attention to 
our Annual Parish Service Day “St. 
Joseph Serves” on Saturday, October 
12th. It has been moved two weeks 
earlier in the month this year and it is 
already our fifth year! If you have 
never had the chance to participate, I 
hope that you might consider setting 
aside time that day to participate in 
one of the various service  
opportunities. Later this month,  
participants from past Service Days 
will offer a witness at Mass and sign
-ups will begin in the Holy Family 
Center and online. As we hear their 
reflections and read the article in this 
newsletter, I hope it’ll give you a 
sense of some of the opportunities 
that will be available that day. Please 
stay alert for updated information in 
the bulletin or you can visit 
www.sjohio.org/service to see more 
photos from the past several years 
and soon, to sign-up for this year’s 
opportunities! 
 
As we journey through these months, 
may God continue to bless each one 
of us. May St. Joseph, our Patron, 
always be our guide. Finally, may 
we continue to grow into the  
disciples Christ invites us to be as 
we remain committed to “serving 
God and neighbor!” 
 
With my best wishes and prayers, 
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      From the                              
      Desk of 
Fr. Joe Mamich 

http://www.sjohio.org/service


4 September 2019 

It is once again time to share your God given gifts as part of the 2019 Service Day on October 12th. What began 
with just under 100 volunteers in 2016 has blossomed each year and this year we expect to have over 400  
individuals sharing their blessings with others in and around Strongsville. As we have done in the past, we 
worked hard to have projects for all ages and all levels of physical abilities. 
 
Some of this year’s work will include: 
 Yard work, household repairs and outside clean-up at various homes in Strongsville 
 Projects around our church such as in the kitchen, the gardens, etc. 
 Visiting nursing homes to interact with residents playing games, making crafts, etc. 
 Making blankets or sewing items for the needy 
 Preparing casseroles for kids served as part of Feeding Our Family to have during the week 
 Prayer group at the church 
 
For those of you that have not participated in the past four service day activities, while there is a benefit to the 
recipient of the project, there is also a great feeling from the volunteers who completed the task. So this year I 
ask you to take a second look at the available projects to see how you might be able to lend a hand. As our parish 
has shown in the past, we share our blessings with others in abundance and we expect this year’s Service Day to 
be no exception. 
 
We are continuing to add projects to our list, but expect to have the list finalized in early September. This year, 
we’ll begin sign-ups the weekend of September 14th and 15th and the weekend of September 21st and 22nd. In 
addition to having paper copies available, we also plan to have electronic sign-ups available through our website 
at www.sjohio.org starting on September 14th. 
 
The schedule for October 12th is below: 
 7:45 am  sign-in with your project team leader for instructions 
 8:00 am  collect snacks and water for the day 
 8:15 am  blessing and group picture in church 
 9:00 am arrive at your job site 
 
Most of the projects should be completed by Noon, but a few could go into the afternoon to complete. For the  
projects that are expected to go past noon, the volunteers should pack a lunch. 
 
For further information you may contact the Parish Office at 440-238-5555 or visit www.sjohio.org/service 
 

 

Service Day 2019 

Parishioner’s Home 

Kemper House 

St. Augustine  

2018 Service Day Volunteers 
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How do you get over it when someone you love dies? 

 
This is a good question and one that 
is impossible to answer. The  
professionals that help others with 
grief will say “you don’t get over 
grief, you get THROUGH grief”. 
There is no one way to do that,  
either. Because each of us grieves  
differently depending on the  
relationship we had with the person 
who is no longer there, fortunately, 
there are many resources available to 
those who’ve lost a loved one. One 
of those is GriefShare. St. Joseph 
Parish successfully introduced  
GriefShare two years ago. 
 
GriefShare is a Christian-based  
13-week program, beginning  
September 21st from 10 am-12 pm 
in the Bethlehem Room, for those 
experiencing grief that uses videos 
and a support group format to help 

participants consider many of the 
common concerns that people  
experience after losing a spouse, a 
child, a parent, friend or colleague. 
The group begins with prayer and 
includes a video of various people 
from all walks of life sharing about 
important topics such as: what is 
normal, the journey and challenges 
of grief dealing with guilt and anger, 
and what to do when you feel stuck. 
Following the video, there is a break 

and then an opportunity for group 
sharing and prayer. At St. Joe’s, the 
group is facilitated by Deacon Bob 
Lester and those trained as group 
facilitators. There are workbook  
exercises and bible readings to  
review daily between the sessions to 
help participants recognize the way 
God works in our lives. 
 
If you or someone you know would 
like to learn more or participate in 
GriefShare, contact the Parish  
Office. The group is open to anyone 
in the parish or community. In fact, 
there are many GriefShare groups 
throughout the area. A workbook is 
required. You can check out more 
about GriefShare at 
www.griefshare.com.  
Rosanne Radziewicz 

Sacred Steps to Peace 
Catholic Divorce Recovery 

Attempting to pick up the pieces of 
ones life after a divorce is complex, 
confusing and often heartbreaking. 
Does the church still care about the 
divorced? Yes...a hallmark of 
Christ’s ministry was His identifica-
tion with those who are hurting and 
suffering. “I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink.” One might add, “I 
was divorced and you still cared 
about me and you did not abandon 
me.” The Church wants to help in 
the process of healing after divorce. 
St. John Paul II affirmed many times 
that Catholics who are divorced and 
those who are remarried outside the 
Church are still members of the 
Church, they are not  
excommunicated and they have the 
right to worship and the right to  

pastoral care. Pope Francis has made 
mercy the center of his pontificate 
and calls the Church a “field  
hospital” to heal the wounded. He 
emphasizes the “art of  
accompaniment” by compassionate 
people who walk with those on a 
journey to their healing.  
 
In response to the above, the Sacred 
Steps grew out of the experiences of 
the Cleveland Diocesan Marriage 
and Family Ministry Office and the 
Tribunal. Recently, Bishop Perez has 
granted his approval to establish the 
ministry throughout the Diocese. We 
have used St. Joseph Parish as the 
first parish to develop the program. 
Sacred Steps is led by the deacons 
on a spiritual journey to a deeper 
faith in God, reconciliation with the 

Church and inner healing. Prayer, 
scripture, catechesis and  
psychosocial learning exercises are 
combined to accompany the  
divorced pilgrims through a  
year-long spiritual pilgrimage of 
healing, enlightenment, conversion 
and spiritual transformation. 
 
Our general meeting of Sacred Steps 
to Peace meets on the third Friday 
evening of the month. The next 
meeting will be Friday, September 
20th at 7 pm in the Bethlehem 
Room. In addition to the general 
meeting there are separate men and 
women support groups. You may 
contact Deacon Bob Lester at 440-
238-5555 for further information. 
Come and join us. Carol Petro LSW 
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October Is For Our Lady 

 
Just like “Saturday is for the boys,” October is for Our Lady. 
We celebrate the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary and so we 
dedicate the entire month to our Blessed Mother and the  
powerful weapon that is the rosary. Instead of offering a  
normal article for this newsletter, I have decided to pen one to 
two sentence reflections on the 20 mysteries of the rosary. If 
you pray the rosary daily as I do, I hope that you will find 
these beneficial to your own meditations. And if you don’t 
pray the rosary, let this be considered a rosary challenge. 
Commit yourself to praying the rosary daily for the entire 
month of October. Use these reflections as a catalyst for 
Mary to begin revealing to you these twenty mysteries.  
 

The Joyful Mysteries 
 

1) The Annunciation to Mary: Even Mary, who was “full 
of Grace,” had to ask a question concerning what was 
being asked of her. We to should be comfortable  

 asking for spiritual help. 
2) The Visitation to Elizabeth: Just as King David danced 

before the Ark of the Covenant as it came into  
 Jerusalem, John the Baptist, as an unborn child, 

danced before Mary and our unborn Savior.  
3) The Nativity of Jesus: The King of heaven and earth, 

chose to wrap himself in our injured flesh and  
 humbly be enthroned on a bed of hay in a lowly  
 manger.  
4) The Presentation in the Temple: When Mary and  
 Joseph brought Jesus to present Him in the Temple, it 

was the first time the true Ark of the Covenant 
(Mary) and the Glory of God (Jesus) were in the 
Temple.  

5) The Finding of Jesus in the Temple: When found in 
Jerusalem, Jesus said he was to be about his “Father’s 
business.” If Jesus, at such a young age, had such 
trust in his Father, shouldn’t we also, put our trust in 
the Father’s business for our lives? 

 

The Glorious Mysteries 
 

1) The Resurrection from the Dead: It was at the moment 
of the resurrection, when the stone was blown away 
and the prison bars of death were shattered, that the 
grave became a place of victory and a place of hope 
for the resurrection of all those who follow where our 
Savior trod.  

2) The Ascension of Jesus into Heaven: Jesus, ascending 
into heaven, is the first to go where each of us is 
promised. We to will be united body and soul for 
eternity in heaven. 

3) The Descent of the Holy Spirit: It was the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit that took away the fear of those in 
the upper room and led them out to tell the good 
news of Jesus.  

4) The Assumption of Mary into Heaven: Mary, who was 
“full of grace” from the moment of her conception, 
could not taste death, and so, is the first and only  

 person to receive the fullness of the promised gift of 

eternal life.  
5) The Crowning of Mary as Queen of Heaven: Mary’s 

greatest joy is not to be Queen of Heaven or Earth, 
but to be the Queen Mother of the hearts of every one 
of her spiritual children.  

 

The Sorrowful Mysteries 
 

1) The Agony in the Garden: In His purity of heart, Jesus 
enters into a loneliness that no one has or ever will 
experience. How comforting it is to know that in my 
loneliness, my God is not only there but has  

 experienced the same struggles. 
2) The Scourging at the Pillar: In my sinfulness, God  
 always deals with me gently and compassionately, 

but Jesus, for my same sins, was beaten and whipped 
virtually to death.  

3) The Crowning with Thorns: Jesus, crowned with 
thorns, wrapped in purple with a reed as a scepter, 
shows to us that true power and authority is exercised 
in suffering for your beloved. 

4) Jesus Carries His Cross: Jesus carries His cross  
 hearing the people shout, “crucify him,” down the 

same streets, where the same crowd, just days before  
 lauded His coming saying, “Hosanna in the Highest.”  
5) The Crucifixion of Our Lord: From the cross we hear 

the most merciful words ever uttered. In the midst of  
 being mocked and murdered, our Lord says, “Father, 

forgive them, they know not what they do.” 
 

The Luminous Mysteries 
 

1) The Baptism of our Lord: The Father says: “This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” As his sons 
and daughters, the Father says the same about us each 
and every moment. 

2) The Wedding Feast at Cana: While Jesus is often 
called the sun, Mary is called the moon. Why?  

 Because just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, 
Mary always reflects and points us to her son, just as 
at Cana when she says: “Do what he tells you.” 

3) The Proclamation of the Kingdom: Where the  
 Eucharist is, there is the King; and where the King is, 

there is the kingdom. In the Eucharist we have a  
 foretaste of the heavenly Kingdom of God. 
4) The Transfiguration: Peter, James, and John were  
 given a foretaste of Jesus’ victory to prepare them for 

the coming trials of the Crucifixion. God prepares 
each of us for difficulties that arise.  

5) The Institution of the Eucharist: It is at this moment 
that Jesus fulfilled His promise to be with us to the 
end of the age, both in the priesthood and truly in the 
Eucharist. Fr. Bob McWilliams 
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We Welcome These Families To Our Parish Family 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, few are the Catholic community of St. 
Joseph Parish. We celebrate Eucharist, worship God, and use our God-given gifts to serve all of God’s people. 

My name is Jodi  
Januszewski and I 
have been a  
member of Saint 
Joseph Parish 
since 2005 when 
my husband,  
Jason, and I were 

married here. We have two girls,  
Stella (10) and Marisa (7) who both 
attend Strongsville City Schools.   
Jason and I have been active members 
of the parish, and we enjoy  
volunteering and being part of the 
Couples Ministry program. I am also a 
Eucharistic Minister during the 10 am 
Mass. Jason just completed his term 
with Parish Council, and after hearing 
what a great experience he had, I too 
wanted to be part of this council.  I 
want to expand my knowledge of the 
workings of the Church and get a  
better understanding of all of our  
ministries. 
 
 
 
 

My name is  
David Konopinski. 
My wife, Linda 
and I  will be  
married 41 years 
this October. 
We’ve been  
members of St.  
Joseph Parish for three years and 
Strongsville residents for the past 35 
years. We have four kids and four 
grand kids. I  have been an Investment 
Advisor for 27 years with LPL  
Financial. 
 

I am Jason 
Pokorny, and along 
with my wife 
Mary, daughter 
Kate (3rd grader at 
SJJ) and son  
Benjamin, we have been parishioners 
for approximately four years. As a 
family, we have enjoyed helping on 
the annual parish day of service each 
year. I am a proud graduate of St.  
Ignatius High School and the  
 

University of Dayton and  
enjoy my time working as a civil  
engineer. In my free time, I coach  
soccer and play a little golf. I look  
forward to joining a great group of 
folks on council in support of Fr. Joe 
and the parish  
community.   
 

My name is Jude 
Sieker and my  
family and I moved 
to Strongsville in  
October 2015 and  
became members 
of St. Joseph  
Parish shortly there after. I have been 
married to my wife Mindy for 13 
years this September. We have two 
daughters and a son. This will be the 
third year I have been a part of the 
parish service day planning committee 
and vetting off site project locations. I 
decided to be on Parish Council to  
further serve our parish community 
and to more fully understand and  
appreciate what it takes to make a  
parish be successful.  

 
Bardasz 

Bron 
Carlin 

Churpek 
Cyngier 
Dhanani 
Donley 
Feghali 
Fromme 
Garceau 
Gibbons 
Guminey 

 
Haystrick 

Hildebrand 
Jelinek 

Kalinwoski 
Kilbride 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kulbis 

Manning 
Mitchell 

Nicotera Tomcik 
Romeo 

Sheppard 
Skoda 
Slavik 
Stanley 
Storm 
Taras 

Wilson 

 

Welcome To Our Newest Parish Council Members 
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PARISH PICNIC FUN 
2019 


