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Feeding Our Family ministry  
allows parishioners to be involved in 
reaching out to those less fortunate and 
make a difference in their lives.  
Ministry participants have the  
opportunity to be involved as much or 
as little as they like. All ages are  
welcome! Dinners are provided at Our  
Family Center, a storefront on Euclid 
Avenue in East Cleveland, on the first, 
third and fifth Sunday of the month. 
The work is divided according to your 
talents and abilities. We have cooking 
teams who meet at noon in the parish 
kitchen to prepare a nutritious, well-
balanced meal for our clients. By 2:30 
pm a team of servers arrive to begin 
loading up the cars for transportation to 
the site. Four to six parishioners carpool 
to East Cleveland to serve the meal 
from 4-5 pm. You can sign-up for  
whatever date you wish by going to the 
St. Joseph website and use Sign Up  
Genius. 
 
To try to give you a “feel” for this  
ministry, let’s take a look into an  
average day there. We arrive by 3:30 
pm giving us time to set up the tables 
with the food. Already, people are lined 
up on the sidewalk waiting for the  
Center top open for dinner. We have 
quite a car load of food and beverages 
but many hands make light work. Our 
clients are always so appreciative of our 
being there, they readily come over and 
help us unload our cars. We do prep 
work necessary before the doors open 
such as wrapping utensils, cutting the 
desserts and plating them, arranging 

fresh fruit for them to take. What’s been 
so awesome is the involvement of the 
clients in the process. They are right 
there helping us out and we have gotten 
to know them and vice versa. By the 
time 4 pm rolls around, there’s quite a 
line outside and we’re ready for the 
rush. Clients have spread the news of a 
“good meal” to their friends and our 
numbers have grown. Beside the  
obvious desire to feed those in need  
another goal of this ministry is to  
interact with our clients and know them 
as people. Having more than four  
servers allows us to mingle with the 
people. While not everyone is  
homeless, all are hungry and struggling 
to make ends meet. Receiving our meal 
helps their limited funds to be spread a 
little more. It is meaningful to be able to 
call these people by name and catch up 
on their lives each time we go. 
(continued on page eight) 
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Our SJJ Sixth Graders  
Share What Christmas Means to Them 

To me Christmas means to have fun 
with your family and to think about 
God. Christmas is special because 
Jesus was born on this day. That is 
what Christmas means to me. Sam 
 
 
 

The meaning of Christmas to me is 
that you should thank Jesus for  
everything and be grateful. You 
should also take more time to spend 
with family and be joyful and happy. 
Most of all the meaning of Christmas 
to me is to be helpful. You should 
also give back to people who are 
needy. You should also always have 
a smile on your face during  
Christmas because Jesus is born. 
Guiliana 
 
 

Christmas means spending time with 
family and celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. It is not about getting presents 
and Santa. It is about Jesus and  
going to Mass. Christmas is one of 
the most magical times of the year. 
That is what Christmas means to me. 
Sophia 
 
 

Christmas, to me, is about spending 
time with family and friends. It is 
about celebrating the birth of Jesus. 
At Christmas, we all gather together 
and celebrate our Savior’s birth.  
Noelle 
 
 
To me Christmas means Jesus’s 
birthday and we should rejoice. We 
should think about God and not  
presents because god is the reason 
we are here. My family and I always 
pray up until Christmas day. We  
always got to Church every week, 
but we go with the whole family to 
Christmas church. That is what I 
think Christmas is about. Cole 
 

Christmas is an exciting time. We 

are all excited for gifts but what does 
Christmas actually mean? Christmas 
is more than getting presents. It’s 
about giving to others like the  
homeless. You could give them  
blankets, hats, mittens, scarves and 
ear muffs. But Christmas is more 
than that too. Christmas is about God 
sending his son, Jesus. We go to 
Mass on Christmas to celebrate Jesus 
being born and the angels singing. I 
also see my family on Christmas 
Eve. Kate 
 
 

Christmas means to me is family 
time and listening to God. I like 
spending time with my family and I 
get to see my cousins and have fun 
with them. We also go to church to 
listen to God and spend time with 
him. That’s what Christmas means to 
me. Evan 
 
 

Christmas means to me giving gifts 
to my family and friends and  
especially the poor. I love getting 
gifts and I am extremely grateful but 
I LOVE giving. Also thinking of  
Jesus being born is the most  
important. Finally, I love spending 
time with my family and friends, 
drinking hot cocoa and watching 
Christmas movies and I love making 
snowmen with my little cousin. Mari 
 
 
 

What Christmas means to me is  
family and the coming of Jesus. 
Christmas is also about giving. If 
you see someone on the street give 
them something to cheer them up but 
don’t only do that on Christmas.  
Jonah 
 
 

Christmas is a very special holiday 
for me. It is a celebration of the  
coming of the Messiah, Jesus! We 
go to Mass on this special day to  

celebrate. We also see our family for 
dinner or just having a fun time on 
this day! Overall, Christmas is very 
fun and an interesting holiday!  
Matthew 
 
 

Christmas means for that God have 
his only son, Jesus, to come into this 
world to teach us and to save us, by 
dying for our sins. It means that  
Jesus loves us and that we should 
have  hope throughout this holiday. 
Christmas is a time for caring for 
one another and for being happy for 
what we have and being thankful 
that Jesus came into the world to 
save us. Gabriella 
 
 
 

I think Christmas means joy and the 
birth of Jesus. I think it also means 
to love one another and to give gifts 
like Jesus got. I also think it’s about 
the Mass, going to church and being 
with your family. That’s what I think 
about Christmas. Chase 
 
 
 

Christmas is a time to get together 
with your family and friends. It’s a 
time where you have a fun day and 
do many things. You stay inside, go 
to church and praise God. You eat 
some nice food. You give your loved 
ones presents and make them happy. 
Aime 
 
 
What I think Christmas means to me 
is that it is a time to spend with your 
family. On Christmas I am by my 
uncle’s house and my grandma’s 
house to celebrate Christmas. I love 
to hang out with my family and 
cousins on Christmas. We always 
have the best time. That is why I 
think Christmas means to spend time 
with your family. Alex 
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2019 Annual Report 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Each year our Winter Newsletter affords me a chance to write and share with you an Annual Report about the activities, 
life, and finances of our parish community. Thank you for all you have done this year! With a very grateful heart, I present 
to you our Annual Report covering the life of our parish community from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019. 
 
Every three years, parishes of the Diocese of Cleveland undergo a financial, pastoral, and legal review by the Diocesan 
Finance Office. I am happy to share that we again passed with flying colors! As you look over this report, it will be evident 
that our parish is alive and prospering in many ways, including financially. Yet, what is written here is only some of the 
measures that exhibit what happens here yearly at St. Joseph.  
 
As you review the finances, you will see that we continue to use 
a conservative approach whereas we assemble the budget with 
typically high expenses and low income to pursue a break-even 
budget or in this case, a slight surplus. I am happy that the past 
fiscal year saw the majority of our organ project completed. This 
is a great achievement and it bears a reminder that the organ’s 
completion is the formal end of the Diocesan-wide Rooted in 
Faith-Forward in Hope Campaign. What began in 2012, with a 
listing of four projects has been brought to a successful and final 
conclusion. While some final bills were paid after July 1, 2019, 
the bulk were completed prior to that. Each of these four projects 
were completed without assuming additional debt and while  
paying off our 2006 mortgage loan early. That loan was made for 
the renovation, remodeling, and updating of the church and was 
scheduled to be paid off in December 2020. I believe being debt 
free, maintaining the ministries and outreach we do, and being 
able to do these things without coming to our parishioners to  
request additional Sunday Offertory donations helps give witness 
to our parish’s commitment to “serving God and Neighbor.”  
 
You will notice that we received an unexpected gift of $201,732 through an unrestricted bequest from the estate of an 
anonymous parishioner. We’re extremely grateful for that gift and in consultation with our Finance Council, we purchased 
our new hymnals and placed the remainder of the money into our Parish Endowment Fund. We get to enjoy a benefit now, 
while providing for those who will come after us. If you wish to find out more about our Parish Endowment Fund, please 
ask or visit www.sjohio.org/endowment.  
 
Looking towards the future, we continue to foresee no major capital improvements for the next decade or more, yet we 
know we have some replacements that need to be addressed. As cash flow allows, we will replace the church kneelers, 
which we believe are original to our building. It is true that some parishes do not have kneelers, yet those who have them 
are expected to keep them. Besides our kneelers, the 1996 carpeting (HFC, Gathering Area, Meeting Rooms, and Parish 
Offices) is showing its age. Finance Council has recommended that we move forward with these replacements and we will 
seek Diocesan approval at the appropriate time. 
 
As you view our report, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact James Reagan,     
Finance Council Chairperson at 440.821.0560, Joe Shuman, our Business Manager at 440.238.5555, or me. You may also 
wish to visit www.sjohio.org/finance for details on our Finance Council or for past Annual Reports. I am hopeful of your 
continued prayerful, active, and financial support of our parish. I am also very grateful for the wise and 
prudent counsel offered by the members of our Finance Council. I pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to guide our work, together, with St. Joseph as our guide, so that we might continue to accomplish great 
things! 

 
Parish Life Statistics 

 
2019 

 
2018 

Adults welcomed into the Church 14 5 

Infant Baptisms 66 76 

Marriages 14 22 

Funerals 67 65 

8th Grade Confirmations 58 57 

2nd Grade First Communions 77 76 

Registered Households 2,835 2,774 

Registered Parishioners 7,485 7,353 

Average Weekend Mass Attendance 1,467 1,460 

St. Joseph Parish 
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2018 Service Day Volunteers 

 St. Joseph Parish 
Statement of Church Revenue and Expenses 

Budget

2019 2018 2020

Parish Receipts:

Offertory Collections 1,167,124$ 1,187,684$ 1,106,600$ 

Bequests 201,732      -                  -                  
Maintenance & Repair Fund (1) 141,090      134,039      135,700      

Income From Parish Programs 134,731      151,862      116,660      

Investment & Endowment Income 55,189        61,642        38,882        
Miscellaneous Receipts (2) 62,279        56,795        40,235        

Designated Collections 33,852        51,430        25,750        

Extraordinary Receipts -                  39,150        -                  

Total Parish Receipts 1,795,997   1,682,602   1,463,827   

Parish Disbursements:

Salaries, Benefits & Taxes 604,722      587,618      608,722      

Rectory & Household 23,717        20,456        22,640        

Parish Office & Administration 77,788        70,952        69,357        

Altar, Sanctuary & Liturgical 100,954      70,236        86,128        
Community Outreach (3) 48,534        38,527        47,758        

Religious Education 34,183        22,667        45,025        

Stewardship & Evangelization 37,805        36,652        35,060        

Utilities 50,060        50,648        51,655        

Insurance & Property Taxes 23,068        21,473        24,686        

Maintenance, Repairs & Plant Operating 52,788        66,881        43,235        

Diocesan Assessment 137,106      138,324      135,252      
School Support (4) 265,041      260,167      250,540      

Designated Collections 33,853        51,570        25,750        
Capital Expenditures (5) 186,060      183,337      13,880        

Extraordinary Expenses 3,248          66,036        375             

Total Parish Disbursements 1,678,927   1,685,544   1,460,063   

TOTAL PARISH SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 117,070      (2,942)         3,764          

Less -  Mortgage Principal Payments (6) -                  75,129        -                  

TOTAL PARISH CASH FLOW (USAGE) (7) 117,070$    (78,071)$     3,764$        

(1) These funds help to offset plant operating and capital expenditures.

(2) Includes $5,545 in 2019 and $17,148 in 2018 from Rooted In Faith  donations. Nothing has been provided in the 2020

   budget from these funds.

(3) Includes Social Concerns Ministries, such as Feeding Our Families, West Side Catholic Center Meals, Mission of Hope

   and Bereavement.

(4) Includes our parish subsidy to our interparochial school and any parish-awarded tuition assistance.

(5) Includes $139,401 in 2019, $149,500 in 2018 & $3,230 in the budget for the new organ project.

(6) Our mortgage loan was repaid in April 2018.

(7) The negative cash flow in 2018 results from expenditures for the new organ. The majority of funds for this project 

   were raised prior to 2018.

Actual Year Ended June 30,
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St. Joseph Parish 
Statement of Church Assets and Liabilities 

Parish Information 

Baptism: Parents are to attend a Formation Session 
in preparation for their child’s Baptism. Sessions are 
held here in February, April, June, August, October, 
and December and at St. John Neumann during the 
other months. Baptisms are usually celebrated every 
Sunday at 1:00 p.m. or during a Weekend Liturgy. To 
register, please call the Parish Office. 
 
Reconciliation: Every Saturday from 3-4pm, on First 
Sundays at 9:15am, and at any time by an appointment 
with one of the priests. 
 
Marriage: Contact one of the pr iests or  deacons at 
least six months before the desired wedding date. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: This is celebrated dur ing the 
month of October and April after Weekend Liturgies. 
In case of surgery or serious illness, please speak with 
a priest or call the Parish Office. 
 

Care of the Sick:  If you will be hospitalized, please 
notify the Parish Office so that you may be visited. In 
addition, if someone is confined to the home and   
wishes to receive the sacraments, please call the Parish 
Office. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you are  
interested in becoming Catholic, please call the Parish 
Office. 
 
Parish School of Religion (PSR): Children in Public 
School are expected to attend the Parish School of   
Religion classes. Please call the Parish Office for more 
information. 
 
New Parishioners: We welcome you! Please call the 
Parish Office and we will be happy to register you. 
 
If you are moving: Please notify the Par ish Office of 
your new address. 

2019 2018

ASSETS

Checking, Savings And Investments

Checking Account Balances 559$           11,035$      

Savings and Investment Account Balances 585,844      373,401      

Parish Improvement Account 65,157        115,685      

Total Checking, Savings and Investments 651,560      500,121      

Accounts Receivable 8,427          89,510        

Total Assets 659,987$    589,631$    

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 77,813$      124,590$    

Income Received in Advance 63               -                  

Total Liabilities 77,876        124,590      

FUND BALANCE

Fund Balance, Beginning of Year 465,041      467,983      

Net Surplus (Deficit) for the Year 117,070      (2,942)         

Fund Balance, End of Year 582,111      465,041      

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 659,987$    589,631$    

Balance As Of June 30,
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A Tale of Two Apparitions 

On the 7th of October, 35 pilgrims and I, bound for Lisbon, Portugal, took off from Toronto, Ontario ready for a 
pilgrimage that would span 12 days, three countries and the sites of two Marian apparitions. 
 
Before I share some pictures and reflections about two of the stops on this pilgrimage, I want to take a moment 
and talk about what the purpose of a pilgrimage is. We can start by saying that Pilgrimage is more than just a trip. 
It is more than simply visiting holy sites, praying at the tombs of saints and sites of Marian apparitions and  
viewing relics. Pilgrimage is about an encounter with God. It’s about allowing the call of the Lord to lead one out 
of one’s everyday life to look at things from a different perspective and hopefully see a a different facet of who 
God is. The second verse of Psalm 84 reads: “How lovely your dwelling, O LORD of hosts”! Pilgrimage is about 
visiting these dwellings of the Lord and realizing all the more that, we too, are the dwelling place of God. And  
finally, pilgrimages here on earth are a microcosm of the pilgrimage we are all making on this earth to our eternal  
homeland in heaven. While the pilgrimage was much more than Fatima and Lourdes, I’ve chosen to share these 
moments as they were the most profound for me and the most well-known sites. I pray that these few words and 
pictures convey the encounter had by all. 
 
We started our journey in Fatima where our Lady appeared to three shepherd children. She asked them to spread 
this message: pray the rosary everyday and make sacrifices and atonements for sinners. While there, we visited the 
site of the apparitions and I had the privilege of presiding over and preaching the main English Mass. In the  
basilica we prayed at the tombs of the three visionaries for their intercession in our lives. We also walked with 
thousands of other pilgrims in the candlelight procession. Intercessory candles were lit by all, for their personal 
intercessions and I offered multiple nights of candles for St. Joseph and for those who asked me to pray for  
specific intentions. I found here a place of holiness, peace and repentance. Pilgrims shuffled joyfully on their 
knees to the place where Our Lady appeared. Men and women confidently lit candles for sick family and friends. 
And people of all ages processed with Mama Mary hoping against hope that she would intercede on their behalf. 
The faithful had heard the words of Jesus to the beloved disciple— “Behold, your mother”—and they had taken 
her into their homes—their hearts! 
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In between our prayer we enjoyed fine meals and did a bit of cultural investigation by attending a port wine  
tasting. Port wine comes from a specific region in PORTugal. 
 

Fatima was the highpoint of my pilgrimage, but Lourdes was just as much an encounter in prayer with Our Lady. 
I prayed for all of the sick and suffering and that God might be glorified in their healing. We prayed at the grotto 
for some time, lit candles and participated in the procession which had to be held inside due to the weather, We 
also visited the home of St. Bernadette and her family. Many of us visited the baths and took the plunge in hope of 
healing for ourselves or others. The water was frigid, but our hearts were not. While I didn’t hear of any healings 
from our group, faith does not disappoint. Our God and Our Mother are faithful. As we processed under the grotto 
where the Blessed Mother appeared, the humility of the people was what struck me. Immediately upon entering 
the area of the grotto, men, women and children set aside all inhibitions for love of Jesus’ and our Mother. We 
touched with our hands the stone which She stood upon, caught with our hands and rubbed water that was lightly 
cascading down the rock onto onto our faces and pressed our foreheads against and kissed the rock where she 
kissed the face of earth. 
 

What was inspiring to me at these Marian pilgrimage sites was the love of children for their Mother. Those who 
have received Mary as Mother go to her as they do their own mother—for her comfort, her care, her peace and her 
love. At the end of the pilgrimage we traveled thousands of miles to go to Mary, our Mother to find that she was 
waiting for us. Fr. Bob McWilliams 
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We Welcome These Families To Our Parish Family 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, few are the Catholic community of St. 
Joseph Parish. We celebrate Eucharist, worship God, and use our God-given gifts to serve all of God’s people. 

 
  

                       CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
                    2019 

 

                         SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

COMMUNAL PENANCE, TUESDAY, December  18, 7:00 pm 
SATURDAY,   3:00 pm—4:00 pm 

Saturday, December 21st 10:00 am—11:00 am 
Saturday, December 21st 3:00 pm—4:00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
   TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 pm in Church (Children’s Choir & Bell Choir Prelude) 

With seating in both the Church and HFC 
6:00 pm in Church (Praise Team)  

11:00 pm Christmas Night Mass (Musical Prelude: 10:30 pm) 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, CHRISTMAS DAY 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASSES 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, VIGIL MASS 

4:30 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 
10:00 am 

Augstin 
Arnold 
Barris 

Brabenec 
Colbert 
Dcruz 

 

Frabrizi 
Fragapane 

Frazer 
Ginter 
Hughes 
Joziuk 

 

 Kelley 
Kisilewicz 

Martin 
Moses 
Parish 
Passe 
 

Peddle 
Quinlan 
Rivera 
Turon 

Watson 
 

Continued from page one:  
We are currently in need of a team leader for one of our cooking teams, this person plans the meals and buys the 
necessary ingredients. The team already has plenty of helping hands to prepare the meal. If you are interested in 
learning more about this opportunity or becoming involved in this ministry you can reach Allen Weaver, ministry 
chair person, at 440-667-5094 or email at allenweave@aol.com. 


