
 
January 18, 2023 
Wednesday of the Second Week in Ordinary Time 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
 
Happy New Year! I hope this note finds you well! 
 
As I begin this month’s email, I first want to share with you that this past Monday, our Ukrainian family 
of five arrived at Hopkins Airport and was welcomed by members of our Ukrainian Welcome Circle. As 
you may have remembered reading in this email or the bulletin since October, our parish, along with 
members of the Strongsville United Church of Christ and other community organizations, have formed a 
Welcome Circle. Our family from Ukraine consists of a father who is skilled in driving a truck and 
carpentry, a mother who was a teacher, and 3 young children. Many have already responded to their 
needs, yet you can find out more about our partnership and how you can help by visiting 
www.sjohio.org/ukraine. Collections and sales, such as our February and August “Our Parish Social 
Concerns” envelopes and Candy Sales, including the upcoming Valentine’s Day one, will help support 
our Welcome Circle, along with the efforts undertaken by our other Social Concerns ministries, but the 
above link has ways that you can directly help this partnership. I saw in their eyes how relieved, happy, 
and appreciative our family is of our collective efforts. We are the first parish in the Diocese to have 
welcomed a family through this program and others, already, have begun looking to our team for advice 
on how their communities can do the same. Well done, team! 
 
Secondly, I offer my deep appreciation for the various ways our community came together for our 
celebration of Christmas! Whether you joined us on live-stream or in-person, it was nice to have so many 
folks back together again. Despite the weather, we had around just about 1,400 people participate in on-
campus liturgies (up from last Christmas’ 1,170), not to mention those who joined in over the live-stream 
for either 4pm or 10:30am. Everyone’s prayerful presence, singing, and financial support lent themselves 
to a wonderful celebration. It was also nice to see our college-aged parishioners back home from college 
or new homes, but back in town for the Christmas celebrations. Thank you for all you do, always, for the 
good of others, our community, and to better ourselves as disciples of Jesus! 
 
As we enter into this new year, you may be looking for opportunities to grow in your faith. One of these 
involves our Church’s 3-year Eucharistic Revival. That’s part of the reason that I have been including 
quotes relating to the Eucharist in my weekly Pastor’s Column. Here’s another opportunity to learn more 
about the Revival through “The Heart of the Revival” email newsletter. This newsletter “helps you 
enkindle, rekindle, and deepen a living relationship with Jesus in the Eucharist. It’s the simplest way to 

http://www.sjohio.org/ukraine


stay connected to what the National Eucharistic Revival is all about: responding to Our Lord’s personal, 
loving two-fold invitation: to remain with him in the Eucharist at Mass and in prayer and to go out with 
him on mission for the life of the world!” You can sign up for weekly reflections, videos, and resources. 
You can find out more and, of course, sign up by visiting: https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/heart-of-
the-revival-newsletter 
 
In addition to this opportunity to learn more about the Eucharistic Revival, here is another opportunity to 
grow in your faith, and do so, in the comfort of your own home. You may recall last year’s, “The Bible in 
a Year” Podcast. Fr. Mike Schmitz is back this year with the “Catechism in a Year” Podcast. Throughout 
this podcast, he guides you through the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 episodes, providing 
explanation, insight, and encouragement along the way. Search the internet for the “Catechism in a Year by 
Fr. Mike Schmitz” and you’ll be able to participate in this. 
 
As much as we just finished Christmas, it is soon going to be Lent. We are happy to be bringing back our 
Lenten Dinner this year on Friday, February 24 and Friday, March 24. We will be serving again from 4-
7pm with a variety of meatless options will be available for dine-in or carry-out. Please join our parish 
family for a good meal! Stations of the Cross will follow at 7pm. But, to do this as well as we have 
become accustomed to doing, we need some volunteers and invite you to join us in making these dinners 
happen. Many volunteers of all ages are welcome and needed before, during, and after each dinner to 
make this great parish event a success. If you are interested to find out how you can help, please visit 
www.sjohio.org/lenten_dinners or call the Parish Office at 440.238.5555. We will get you connected to 
the right job for you!  
 
Finally, as an additional note, all who are active in any ministry of the parish are invited to mark your 
calendar for the return of the Parish Appreciation Luncheon. As we move beyond the acute phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are in a spot to bring this back. Our Appreciation Luncheon will be held after 
the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, March 19. RSVP details will follow later, but please mark your calendars. 
We are grateful for all the efforts of so many who bless our parish community with your gifts! 
 
Here’s wishing you the best in 2023… 
 
St. Joseph, pray for us! And may the Lord bless and keep us… 
~Fr. Joe 
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