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From Your Friendly New Assistant Music Director 

“I am so pleased to be joining the St.  
Joseph family! Allow me this opportunity 
to introduce myself and provide some 
factoids. 
 

For my grown up job, I am the Director 
of Bands at Green Local Schools 
(Smithville) in Wayne County, a position 
I’ve held for three years. Before that, I 
spent a total of 10 years teaching  
instrumental music in the Barberton City 
School District near Akron.  I hold a 
Bachelor of Music Degree (music  
education) from the University of  
Cincinnati and a Master of Music Degree 
(oboe performance) from Cleveland State 
University. Back when virtual concerts 
were a thing only completed by Eric 
Whitacre and Zoom was not a household 
word spoken on a daily basis, I enjoyed 
playing oboe and English horn with  
various volunteer and semi-professional 
wind groups and orchestras! I’m very 
much hoping that part of my life will  
return very soon. 
 

I served as Music Director and organist 
for the Lakewood Christian Church in 
Lakewood for several years before they 
closed, then served as the choir director at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran church in  
Medina, until the current pandemic  
upended everyone's lives. 
 

My husband of 13 years and I currently 
live in Medina with our two children (12 
year-old daughter and four year-old son), 
three cats, one dog and multiple deer that 
roam our yard and prevent me from  
cultivating a vegetable garden (although 
I’m really bad at taking care of inside 
plants, so I use the deer as an excuse). 
 

Our wonderful secretary asked me for 

more words than I have already written, 
so here are some random factoids that 
mean absolutely nothing except to get to 
know me better. 
 

 Favorite color: Black  
      (I think it’s a musician thing) 
 Favorite drink: Coffee  
           (mom and teacher thing) 
 Last book I read: Because 
      by Mo Willmes (beautiful children’s 
           book with a lovely message)  
     Favorite TV series: Downton Abbey  
                    (I’m a nerd) 
    Favorite thing to do in my free time?  
         I am unfamiliar with the concept 
       Apple or Android:  
    I’m mostly a PC person and have an  
   Android phone, but I do use an iPad for          
       music reading and teaching apps. 
 

I’m looking forward to getting to know as 
many of you as I can! (Ironically, I am 
terrible with names, so please forgive the 
80th time I ask you what your name is). 
Thank you for welcoming me into your 
family. ~Sue Keserich 
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We Welcome These Families To Our Parish Family 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
RCIA 

Just before his Ascension forty days 
after that first Easter Sunday, our 
Lord commanded His apostles: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19). For 
two thousand years, the Church has 
proclaimed the saving passion, death 
and resurrection of Christ to the 
world. The work of evangelization  
continues today in our own parish. 
 
One of the joys of my priesthood has 
been to organize, teach and lead the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA), which is the ordinary means 
by which an unbaptized person  
enters into full communion with the 
Catholic Church. Christ’s first  

followers were invited to “come and 
see” (John 1:38); that is, to stay with 
Jesus, to spend time with him, to  
enter into a living relationship with 
him. Through the RCIA, those who 
hear Christ’s call, “come, follow 
me” (Matt 4:19), today have the 
chance to stay with Jesus so as to 
enter into a relationship with him. 
 
At the Easter Vigil Mass, a number 
of folks from the Strongsville area 
will be baptized, receiving  
sanctifying grace into their souls, 
divine filiation and the pledge of 
eternal life. Despite the many  
challenges of this year, I have had 
the opportunity to work with these 
new disciples as they begin to follow 
after Jesus and live their lives as 

members of his Mystical Body, the 
Church. 
 
Please keep the Elect of God in your 
prayers as they prepare to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation and First  
Holy Communion at Easter.  Pray 
also for the many unbaptized souls 
the Lord is drawing to himself, that 
they might have the courage to an-
swer his call to discipleship. If you 
know anyone who is discerning the 
call to discipleship by becoming 
Catholic, do not be afraid to invite 
them to “come and see”. RCIA will 
begin again in the late summer, and I 
look forward to teaching many more 
souls to know, love and serve Jesus 
Christ.~Fr. Kevin Klonowski 
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Dear Parish Family: 
 
Happy March! As a parish commu-
nity under the patronage of St.  
Joseph, we are blessed to be entering 
this Lent in the midst of the Year of 
St. Joseph. Since the beginning of 
this year, we have been sharing 
monthly tidbits of Pope Francis’  
letter, With a Father’s Heart, which 
speaks about St. Joseph. We will 
continue to do this throughout the 
Year of St. Joseph and will celebrate 
a special Vigil Mass on Thursday, 
March 18th at 6:30 pm in honor of 
our patron. At this Mass, we will 
have a special book available for you 
(and available the following week-
ends, too), St. Joseph and His World. 
It is a very recent book (March 
2020) on our patron and one whose 
author we will welcome in October 
for a Parish Mission all about our 
patron. I have greatly enjoyed this 
book and learned a few things along 
the way, so I hope you will avail 
yourself of this opportunity! 
 
Diving into Lent, we are all well-
aware of the three practices of Lent: 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Each 
of these affords us an opportunity to 
“turn away from sin and be faithful 
to the Gospel” as utilizing these 
practices can help us to become  
focused upon Jesus and his presence 
within our daily lives and our  
dealing with others. I hope that you 
will join me throughout this Lent in 
finding at least one of the practices 
that may be fruitful for you this 
Lent. And, if you have not figured 
out anything to do for Lent, perhaps 
you might try my ABCs. That is – to 
pray each day this Lent – that the 
Lord makes us more authentic,  

balanced, and compassionate for our 
sake and for those around us. I hope 
that this Lent will be a blessed time 
for you! 
 
In the midst of this Lenten Season 
and in the realm of prayer, we will 
once again have our Annual Week-
end of Eucharistic Adoration from 
Friday, March 12 continuing through 
Sunday, March 14. Our experience 
with COVID’s arrival last year put a 
damper on our weekend, but I am 
hopeful that we may see a rebound 
in our participation this year. After 
all, we have a rather large church 
with lots of space for people to 
spread out and pray before our  
Eucharistic Lord while being social-
ly distant from one another. If you 
have never experienced Eucharistic 
Adoration, this is a perfect way to do 
so. The Blessed Sacrament will be 
exposed in the Church beginning 
with 7pm Mass on Friday and  
continuing overnight and throughout 
the weekend, with the exception of 
Masses. Whether or not you stop in 
for a minute or an entire hour time-
slot, I encourage you to take the  
opportunity to stop in and pray  
before our Lord in the Blessed  
Sacrament. Registration is underway 
and is available in the Gathering  
Area after Masses and through our 
parish website. 
 
One of the fruits of the prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament should be 
found in our parish community. 
Such prayer can take root in many 
aspects of our parish. Do you re-
member that we modified our Parish 
Mission Statement a few years back? 
We adopted a new statement in  
November 2016, saying “guided by 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, we are 
the Catholic community of St. Joseph 
Parish. We celebrate the Eucharist, 
worship God, and use our God-given 
gifts to serve all of God’s people.” 
 
Research into the concept of mission 

statements, particularly those for 
Catholic parishes, illustrates that  
parish mission statements should 
help to explain who a parish is, what 
it does, and why things are  
undertaken. I hope that people 
should be able to get a sense of our 
parish through reading our Mission 
Statement. Our ministries and  
commissions worked on focusing 
their efforts along these lines and 
continue to regularly assess what 
they do in light of this statement. 
Perhaps this upcoming Eucharistic 
Adoration Weekend might be a 
chance for us all to reflect upon our 
statement and our own activities. 
 
Lastly, as we journey through this 
Lent and soon approach the days of 
the Easter Triduum, I ask you to  
remember our parish in your prayers. 
Please consult the newsletter’s last 
page for the liturgical schedules for 
the upcoming celebration of Holy 
Week. As Catholics, we believe that 
Christ’s Last Supper, Passion, Death, 
and ultimate Resurrection are the 
central events of our Catholic-
Christian faith. It makes sense that 
we should try to experience these to 
the fullest of their possibilities,  
especially in the gathering with our 
fellow believers. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
We are a parish that is blessed with 
many gifts and talents – together as 
we offer what we have been given – 
we are transformed and together, we 
become better disciples of our great 
Lord! With continued prayer and our 
efforts, we’ll continue to make a  
difference in our community. 
 
With you, on the Lenten journey, 

March 2021 3 

 
From the 
Desk of   
Fr. Joe 
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My name is Paige King, and I  
finished the Girl Scouts Gold Award 
which is the highest award a Girl 
Scout can achieve. The Gold Award 
requires at least 80 hours of service 
on an original project idea. Fewer 
than 6% of Girl Scouts are awarded 
the Gold Award every year, and I 
am very proud to have finished this  
project. 
 

I designed a mural for St. Joseph 
Parish. I have been a member of the 
parish since my family moved to 
Strongsville in 2005 and am  

currently a member of its By Teens 
For Teens Youth Group. I painted 
the “Tree of Life” for The Cave, or 
basement, at St. Joseph’s where the 
BTFT group meets. I thought a  
mural would be a perfect way to add 
some flavor to the walls! The mural 
has a vivid background a black tree 
with circles at the end of each 
branch which include a symbol or 
picture suggested by BTFT  
members. I focused on several tree 
components in the mural: roots, 
trunk, branches, and buds. Our  
 

spiritual roots are grounded and  
connected through the mural. The 
trunk represents God, our pillar of 
strength, guidance and love. Like 
branches, the faithful extend to reach 
new territory, to make changes in 
our community. And of course, the 
new buds (the younger members of 
the community) continue the tree’s 
life and story. I hope the mural is 
uplifting and bright, to encourage 
onlookers to work for positive 
change in our society from our roots 
to our branches. 

 

Tree of Life 
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Faith In Action 

Students preparing for Confirmation were asked, because of the restrictions due to COVID-19,  to find new 
ways to help in their own families and in our community. Here are a few examples of where the teens are 

using their gifts to serve others: 
 

My service experience consisted of earning money in the summer and using the money to buy hats, gloves, scarfs 
and socks for the Giving Tree at St. Joseph Church. (Haley) 
 

The service project I completed is I made twist tie blankets for the dogs at the animal shelter. (Fiona) 
 

My service experience took place at Medwish, a non-profit organization striving to bring proper medical supplies 
to third world countries and other countries in need. While at Medwish, my mom and I were faced with various 
tasks involving sorting through, counting, weighing and packaging medical supplies. (Gianna) 
 

I helped my grandmother with her Christmas lights and decorations. (Christian) 
 

I was asked to put together holiday cards for Southwest General Hospital and the Cleveland Clinic nurses. 
(Gianna) 
 

I decided one of my two service projects for Confirmation would be helping my grandpa around his house. I spent 
the day helping him and doing things that he wanted cleaned and fixed. (Jack) 
 

I would have donated my time at a shelter or a soup kitchen, but because of the pandemic I thought I would take a 
different approach to this to stay healthy and safe.  So, I asked my friends and family to donate non-perishable 
foods so that I could donate to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. (Thomas) 
 

I was honored to be able to help spread the Word of God to people who were unable to attend Mass in person. I 
was asked to help live-stream the Mass. (Joe) 
 

I was spreading the Gospel on Tik Tok. This helped over a thousand people who watched my videos. (Mateja) 

“In my preparation for my Confirmation I watched 
Bishop Barron’s video on Confirmation. I learned that 
his confirmation name was Patrick. He grew into this 
name by becoming a bishop and evangelist just like St. 
Patrick. Bishop Barron describe Confirmation as a  
character sacrament, a sacrament that brands you  
permanently on your soul. Confirmation not only brands 
you, it tattoos your soul. Bishop Barron’s favorite saint 
is Thomas Aquinas because he asked for nothing but 
Christ. He recognized that Christ is the source of joy. 
 

I chose to research my Baptismal name of Margaret, as 
a way of looking to my past to prepare for my future. I 
was excited to find that Saint Margaret fought the devil 
in the form of a dragon. To me this represents bravery 
and courage, something I hope to exemplify. They also 
attempted to burn and drown her, but were unsuccessful. 
Finally, they resulted in beheading her. I also learned 
that St. Joan of Arc was said to talk to Margaret. I find 
Joan of Arc inspiring and it turns out Margaret and I 
share more than just a name.  
 

After looking to my roots, I choose St. Catherine of  
Sienna as my Confirmation name. I did not want to use  
 

Margaret because I want to have a new name for a new 
beginning. Catherine is an activist, author, and a doctor 
of the Church. She was an activist and stood up for what 
she believed in, something I hope I will be more confi-
dent in doing after my Confirmation. When I am older I 
hope to do something about the water problems in our 
world, something I think St. Catherine would agree 
with. She is also an author, and while I am more of a 
reader I think this is a message for me. Sometimes it is 
important to be a writer rather than a reader and leader 
rather than a follower. I will use St. Catherine as a role 
model as I am entering my adult life. Additionally, St. 
Catherine was one of four women Doctors of the 
church. This means that her prayers and writings have a 
special significance in the Church. I appreciate the fact 
that she was breaking down boundaries for women. I 
hope to use her as a model when I set out to do the same 
in the future. 
 

In conclusion, I am excited to begin my adult life in the 
Church. I will use both St. Margaret and St. Catherine as 
role models on my journey. I will try my best to emulate 
their bravery, courage, individualism and leadership.” 
(Estelle) 

The Confirmandi were also asked to submit a paper explaining their reasoning behind the Confirmation 
name that they chose. Following is one example of a thoughtful reflection: 
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Marking the 150th anniversary of St. 
Joseph being declared patron of the 
universal church, Pope Francis  
proclaimed a yearlong celebration 
dedicated to the foster father of Jesus. 
In a December 8th apostolic letter, 
"Patris Corde" ("With a father's 
heart"), the pope said Christians can 
discover in St. Joseph, who often goes 
unnoticed, "an intercessor, a support 
and a guide in times of trouble." 
 

"St. Joseph reminds us that those 
who appear hidden or in the 
shadows can play an  
incomparable role in the history 
of salvation. A word of  
recognition and of gratitude is 
due to them all," he said. 
 

As Mary's husband and guardian 
of the son of God, St. Joseph 
turned "his human vocation to 
domestic love into a superhuman 
oblation of himself, his heart and 
all his abilities, a love placed at 
the service of the Messiah who 
was growing to maturity in his 
home." 
 

Despite being troubled at first by 
Mary's pregnancy, he added, St.  
Joseph was obedient to God's will 
"regardless of the hardship involved." 
 

"In every situation, Joseph declared 
his own 'fiat,' like those of Mary at the 
Annunciation and Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane," the pope said. "All 
this makes it clear that St. Joseph was 
called by God to serve the person and 
mission of Jesus directly through the 
exercise of his fatherhood and that, in 
this way, he cooperated in the fullness 
of time in the great mystery of  
salvation and is truly a minister of  
salvation." 
 

St. Joseph's unconditional acceptance 
of Mary and his decision to protect her 
"good name, her dignity and her life" 
also serves as an example for men  
today, the pope added. 
 

"Today, in our world where  
psychological, verbal and physical 
violence toward women is so evident, 
Joseph appears as the figure of a  
respectful and sensitive man," he 
wrote. Pope Francis also highlighted 

St. Joseph's "creative courage," not 
only in finding a stable and making it 
a "welcoming home for the son of God 
(who came) into the world," but also 
in protecting Christ from the threat 
posed by King Herod. 
 

"The Holy Family had to face concrete 
problems like every other family, like 
so many of our migrant brothers and 
sisters who, today, too, risk their lives 

to escape misfortune and hunger. In 
this regard, I consider St. Joseph the 
special patron of all those forced to 
leave their native lands because of 
war, hatred, persecution and poverty," 
the pope said. 
 

As a carpenter who earned "an honest 
living to provide for his family," 
Christ's earthly guardian is also an  
example for both workers and those 
seeking employment and the right to a 
life of dignity for themselves and their 
families. 
 

"In our own day, when employment 
has once more become a burning  
social issue, and unemployment at 
times reaches record levels even in 
nations that for decades have enjoyed 
a certain degree of prosperity, there is 
a renewed need to appreciate the  
importance of dignified work, of 
which St. Joseph is an exemplary  
patron," he said. 
 

The Apostolic Penitentiary, a Vatican 
tribunal that deals with matters of  
conscience, also issued a decree  
December 8th stating that plenary  
indulgences will be granted to  

Catholics not only through prayer and 
penance, but also through acts of jus-
tice, charity and piety dedicated to the 
foster father of Jesus. 
 

Among the conditions for receiving an 
indulgence are a spirit detached from 
sin, receiving sacramental confession 
as soon as possible, receiving  
Communion as soon as possible and 
praying for the Holy Father's  

intentions. However, the decree also 
highlighted several ways to obtain 
the indulgence throughout the year, 
including to those who "meditate on 
the prayer of the 'Our Father' for at 
least 30 minutes or take part in a 
spiritual retreat of at least one day 
that includes a meditation on St.  
Joseph." 
 

As a "just man," the document  
continued, who guarded "the inti-
mate secret that lies at the bottom of 
the heart and soul," St. Joseph prac-
ticed the virtue of justice in "full 
adherence to the divine law, which 
is the law of mercy." "Therefore, 

those who, following the example of 
St. Joseph, will perform a corporal or 
spiritual work of mercy, will also be 
able to obtain the gift of the plenary  
indulgence," it said. Indulgences will 
also be granted to families and  
engaged couples who recite the rosary 
together and thus imitate the "same 
climate of communion, love and  
prayer lived in the Holy Family. " 
 

Other acts of devotion include  
entrusting one's daily activities and 
prayers for dignified employment to 
St. Joseph, reciting the litany or any 
"legitimately approved" prayer to St. 
Joseph. 
 

During this time of pandemic, the  
Apostolic Penitentiary also decreed 
that special indulgences will be  
granted to the elderly, the sick and all 
those who "for legitimate reasons are 
prevented from leaving their home" by 
"reciting an act of piety in honor of St. 
Joseph and committed to fulfilling the 
conditions as soon as possible." 
 

Catholicnewsherald.com  
~Junno Arocho Esteves, 
 Catholic News Service 
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...is part of the refrain of the song 
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”.  
It is also a perfect way to frame any 
discussion about our celebration of 
the holiest weeks of our Church year 
– Holy Week – and to prepare for 
our transition from somber Lenten 
observances into the joyous  
celebration of Easter. With the arri-
val of COVID-19, Lent 2020 was 
different than any of us could have 
expected that it would be. Even 
though we have traditional thought 
of Lent as a type of retreat for us, I 
am sure we did not expect that. 
While we were able to live-stream 
all of the major celebrations last 
year, I am glad we will be able to 
gather in person, as well as, continue 
the live-streams for this year. Each 
and every Holy Week allows us 
some very unique opportunities for 
prayer and reflection even in the 
midst of our daily routine during 
Holy Week. If the entirety of Lent is 
a retreat, how much more so are the 
days of Holy Week? Hopefully, 
through these opportunities and the 
reflections presented throughout this 
article, Holy Week 2021 may touch, 
transform, and enliven us, especially 
if we missed being there in-person 
last year! 
 

Just as the crowds welcomed Christ, 
we welcome Jesus on Palm Sunday.  
This day marks Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem.  Jesus is  
greeted as a king and just days later, 
the same crowds cry out “crucify 
him!”  As we gather this weekend, 
we might ask ourselves, how do we 
allow Jesus to enter into our lives?  
Where might he be found? 
 

Following our celebration of Palm  
Sunday, we enter into the rather  

uneventful days of Monday,  
Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy 
Week, which are opportune days to 
reflect upon our preparations for 
Easter.  Those, in our community, 
journeying through the RCIA pro-
cess, are preparing to be Catholic for 
the very first time on Saturday night 
at the of us, already Catholic, are 
preparing to renew our baptismal 
promises.  What are those things that 
we treasure about our faith?  How 
has this Lent allowed us to grow?  
What do we still hope to do before 
Easter? 
 

One of the most unique days of the 
entire Church year occurs, then, on 
Good Friday.  Today is the only day 
when Mass is not celebrated.  In  
silence, we gather to commemorate 
Jesus’ passion and death.  We pray 
for the numerous needs of the world 
and we receive the Eucharist conse-
crated last evening.  Along with the 
entire Church, today would be a 
good day to recall those things that 
we might wish to leave behind – on 
Christ’s cross – as we come forward 
to venerate it.  Once again, we  
depart in silence and we are able to 
focus upon the promise of Christ…
three days later, the world will be 
different! 
 

While we might be preparing for 
Easter dinner with our families, the 
Church is quiet as we remember  
Jesus’ time in the tomb.  The quiet 
and silence begun at the end of the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper continues 
until darkness of this evening when 
a single spark ignites a fire.  From 
this fire the Paschal Candle is lit.  As 
this candle is processed into the 
Church, the darkness and silence is  
pierced by light and a sung  

acclamation “Christ our Light!”  As 
this light spreads throughout the 
Church, we glory in the words of the 
Easter Proclamation reminding us, 
again, that this in the night when life 
conquers death, freedom overcomes 
slavery, and new life is poured upon 
us!  For the first time in six weeks, 
we sing the Alleluia once again!  We 
hear the story of the Lord’s  
resurrection and in our midst, we 
witness new life as one among us is 
baptized and seven among us, make 
their Profession of Faith, receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, and  
receive the Eucharist for the first 
time.  Because of these things, this is 
the most important night and Mass 
of the entire Church year.  All that 
we believe is commemorated within 
these unique hours of prayer!  As we 
experience this great evening, we 
might wish to reflect upon the role 
of Christ’s presence in our own life.  
Where have we seen the light of 
Christ dispel the darkness of pain or 
suffering?  How have we witnessed 
people brought to new life through 
words of hope?  How might we – 
even with the troubles of the  
economy and world – rejoice in this 
joy? 
 

The joy of the Easter Vigil spills  
into the next fifty days as we  
celebrate the Easter Season.  Our 
holiest week becomes our holiest 
season.  “From the grave to the sky”  
continues the refrain of “Lord, I Life 
Your Name on High” and so goes 
our Easter Season, beginning with 
the glory of Jesus’ Resurrection and 
continuing to the glory of his  
Ascension.  We walk with Christ!  
May our Holy Week retreat – in the 
midst of our daily life – bring us to a 
new life and new vision! 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, few are the Catholic community of St. Joseph Parish. We  
celebrate Eucharist, worship God, and use our God-given gifts to serve all of God’s people. 

  

“From the Cross to the Grave…” 



 
8 December 2020 

 

 

Schedule of Services 
2021 

 

 
 
 

+EASTER TRIDUUM+ 
 

THURSDAY, April 1, 2021-HOLY THURSDAY 
Morning prayer: 8:30 am 

Mass of Lord’s Supper: 7:00 pm 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows until 10:00 pm 

Night prayer: 10:00 pm 
 

FRIDAY, April 2, 2021-GOOD FRIDAY 
Morning prayer: 8:30 am 

Stations of the Cross: 12:10 pm 
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion: 3:00 & 7:00 pm 

 

SATURDAY, April 3, 2021-HOLY SATURDAY 
Morning prayer with the Ephphetha Rite: 8:30 am 

Blessing of Easter Foods: 1:00 pm 
Easter Vigil: 8:30 pm (no 4:30 pm Mass) 

 

SUNDAY, April 4, 2021-EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon 

(seating in church and Holy Family Center) 
 

+RECONCILIATION+ 
 

Saturdays: 3:00—4:00 pm (except Saturday, April 3, 2021) 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 

10:00-11:00 am 
3:00-4:00 pm 

Monday, March 29, 2021 
7:00-8:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
8:00-9:00 am 

 
 

 


